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thinking and talking soccer between gulps of sirchal. 


[herefore, no offense or offence is intended and none should be taken. Enjoy! 
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Thanks for your patience, but we're all at fault here.... 


I's boon a boche couple of months but | suspect that now the new season is almost 
won dis we ean qol back to a monthly cycle, PROVIDING we get a regular stream of 
eeniribulions Australan soccer - at both national and international levels - really is 
on the verge of the most exciting period in its turbulent history. 
We continue le hope thal SU represents the widest possible cross-section of fans. 


recent tines that hasn't REALLY been possible. Do us all a favour. Contribute !! 


When you're broke, go for broke? 


David Hill has never been far from controversy during his reign as SocAus chairman but 
the decision to play THAT match in November at the MCG represents his biggest gamble. 
Thirteen years after the MCG hosted its previous major soccer match, the Melbourne faithful 
and countless thousands of interstaters will converge on Australia's greatest sporting 
stadium for the most important soccer match ever held on Oz soil. 

Hype? Nup. All the ingredients are there, but doubts remain about the Victorian public's 
fickleness when it comes to soccer. Critics point to the low attendances over the past 
decade or so, and while there was no excuse for the pitiful 5,000 at Bob Jane for the Japan 
clash it is true that Melbourne has had little to really get excited about. 

This match, of course, is different. You can be sure of at least 50,000, and pretty 
confident the target of 62,000 (quaranteed by the Kennett government and the Melbourne 
Major Events Committee) will be met with ease. Where it may all hit a terrible snag of 
course is if we lose the first leg heavily against a low profile opponent. Just imagine trying 
to market the second leg against lran following a 0-3 loss. 


But who wants to think negatively? Certainly not SU who applaud the administrators on 
their guts to make the correct decision. The MCC have assured SocAus there will be no 
cricket during the lead-up, so comparisons with the playing surface of 1984 - when even the 
cricket pitches were crap - are a nonsense. And why the players are so upset at the 
prospect of representing their country in front of (perhaps) 30,000 home supporters is not 
fully understood either, 

While we appreciate that the SFS provides a ‘closer’ atmosphere, the lack of ferocity 
from the bulk of the crowd has meant little in terms of 'support' for the Socceroos in recent 
years. Sure, the momentum went out of the crowd after the half-time floodlight failure 
against Argentina, but only during the first half (and shoot-out against Canada - when Paul 
Wade felt it necessary to gee the crowd up!) has a Sydney crowd really worn its collective 
heart on its sleeve. As for the distance between the action and the fans, it doesn't seem to 
worry the millions in Europe who watch their international football across an athletics track. 

Melbourne deserves one last chance to prove it will attend top quality soccer in droves. 
We have always said if the occasion was big enough Melbourne would embrace it. 

This occasion is big enough, and you can be sure Melbourne WILL embrace it. 


Time for the biggest party of all. 

For the first time since 1985 we will play our final World Cup qualifier on home soil. 
For that reason alone all soccer fans should make every effort to attend. 

studs Up is in the process of trying to obtain access to corporate box facilities for the big 
match, and while the cost (per person) is likely to be well above the standard entry fee, 
those who treat major World Cup qualifiers as major events will no doubt want the 
opportunity to see the match in complete comfort. For those interested in such arrange- 
ments, feel frae to get in touch and express your interest. Availability will be on a first come 
first served basis. Obviously the arrangements won't be known for a month or so, but SU 
will keep all interested parties informed. And remember, we can't quarantee anything yet!!! 


Ve've also spoken to the people at the Cricketers Arms hotel in Punt Rd (five mins walk 
from the MCG) and have arranged to effectively 'take it over’ for ihe day. This means we 
can ensure all the interstaters have a base lo meet both before and after the game and give 
them the opportunity of meeting the dozens of fans who have contributed to this humble 
fanzine over the past (almost) three years. 


The weekend of November 29-30 promises to be a weekend like no other. When'the 
referee blows the final whistle to siqnal Australia's qualification for France "98, don't plan to 
be anywhere other than the MCG, even if you think the game shouldn't be held there. 





Note: For space purposes, Studs Up has referred to SocAus as SA, the Committee of 
Inquiry as C of |, and Sydney United as SU in the following SA media release.... 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA MEDIA RELEASE - Sunday, 31 August, 1997 

The board of SA met on Saturday 30 August 1997 and Sunday 31 August 1997 to 
consider the report of the C of | established to determine fact in relation to the conduct of SU 
concerning the events at Parramatta Stadium on 16 May 1997. Ms Sue Baker-Finch was 
appointed by her fellow Commissioners to chair the meeting in the absence of the Chairman, 
Mr David Hill, who excluded himself from these deliberations, and Mr Basil Scarsella, the 
Deputy Chairman who is currently overseas. 
Representatives of SU and SA appeared before the Board of SA on Saturday 30 August and 
made submissions to the Board as they considered appropriate. 

The Board accepted the findings of fact of the C of | and noting the C of I's observation 
that the “actions of SU supporters cannot be condoned in any sense" concluded that SU 
brought the game into disrepute on the basis of 

1. Ten (10) offences by SU supporters on 18 May 1997 

2. Statements made to the media by a SU official in respect of a matter set down for 
hearing by aC of I; and 

3. Failing to amend its articles to comply with a 1992 AGM ruling to ensure that club 
Articles of Association prohibit the club and its people from taking disputes to courts 
of law. 

The Board considers the offences of a sufficiently serious nature to warrant the 
consideration of the expulsion of the club from the League in other circumstances, However 
in these circumstances and mindful of the positive initiative and developments mooted by SU 
in its submission to the C of | and the Board, the Board determined penalties as follows: 

~a good behaviour bond of $50,000 to apply to all games for the 97/98 and 98/99 seasons; 

-a fine of $30,000 payable before commencement of 97/98 season relating to the ten (10) 
offences regarding spectator behaviour on the 18 May 1997 and subsequent breach of 
Regulation 52.3; 

~a suspended fine of $1,000 for breach of By Law 14.14; 

-a notice of technical breach in relation to SU's failure to bring its Articles in line with SA 
requirements. 

SA also places SU on notice that continued participation in the League is conditional upon: 

- $8U's cooperation, along with other clubs and SA, in the formulation of a mandatory code 

of conduct for spectators and supporters, and the implementation of that code in the 

club's constitution and conditions of membership by 31 December 1997; 

- implementation of strategies to improve security and spectator/supporter behaviour by 
the commencement of the 97/98 League season. These strategies are to include: 

- the introduction of a supporters identification system; 

- the banning of known offenders and undesirables from matches; 

- educational activities to ensure supporters/spectators understand that the club has 
responsibility for the behaviour of its supporters and the implications of unruly 
behaviour on the club and the game; 

- setting minimal levels of security personnel, procedures and arrangements at all 
home matches determined in consultation with the National Soccer League; 

- setting optimal standards for crowd control at all games involving SU in consultation 
with SA. 

- Parramatta Stadium becoming the club's home ground from the start of the 97/98 season; 

- Development of a membership policy and implementation of specific strategies by 31 
December 1997 aimed at expanding its membership and removing the perception that 
SU is an “exclusively Croatian” entity; 

- Reconstitution of its Board by 31 December 1997 to provide for a more diverse range of 
directors with experience in areas such as finance, marketing etc. and to include non- 
Croatian background members, both men and women; 

- Implementation of an expanded management Structure incorporating a marketing and 
publicity arm by 31 December 1997, to promote SU beyond the Croatian community; and 

- Aggressive recruitment of non-Croatian background players to further broaden the club's 
appeal. 





'Initiatives' ensure dispute will fester 

This was one occasion when you didn't have to be Einstein to figure out whal was going 
to happen next, although the appointment of Justice Einstein to the Sydney Utd v SocAus 
case is now somewhat ironic given some of his decisions 

In awarding costs to Sydney United the judge has only strengthened the resolve of those 
at Driver Avenue. The figure of $160,000 (as reported by SBS) is not the issue, although 
the amount would place a huge strain on the SocAus piggy bank. The concern is that 
SocAus have been found guilty of procedural matters, ignoring the fact that they came to a 
pretty fair result when it would have been easier te throw them out of the league. They 
even had FIFA's approval. But as we've witnessed many times before. The law is an ass. 





We must admit, we thought the whole Sydney United saga was just about to have the lid 
put on it when FIFA told SocAus to pull "em back into line with modern day thinking. 
At that point, Hill & co had the moral high ground and any reasonable medicine could have 
been expected to be swallowed at Edensor Park. But the list of ‘initiatives’ to be 
implemented by Sydney United - and any other club thal continually upsets the harmony of 
the national leaque - have threatened to send the case back through the Racial 
Discrimination/Equal Opportunity Boards. After all the legal crap has finished, of course 
Studs Up had delayed going to print on the assumption that the whole sordid affair 
would be wound up when the SocAus decison was announced. Fat chance of that. 
It is now nearly four months since the original offences took place and while South 
Melbourne - having been thrashed with a feather - can concentrate on the upcoming 
season, Sydney United's attention will continue to be focussed on events off the field. 


Studs Up should put their cards on the table and say right now that neither club 
deserved to be kicked oui of the leaque, but new regulations must be introduced in an effort 
to combat the indifferent attitude shown (by the clubs) toward the hooligan prablem. 

We have already dealt wilh our recommendations in a previous issue, suffice to say 
perennial trouble-makers must be forced to pay the price, After all, itis these clubs which 
are preventing MAJOR corporations from investing considerable sums in the sport. 

David Hill (correctly) played hardball because he has to. Why should ALL clubs lose out 
just because certain clubs refuse to crack down on errant supporters? 


Unfortunately, the clubs charged with various offences have been too busy with personal 
vendettas against Hill to look at the big picture, preferring the grandstanding approach of 
denial followed by court action, even after Hill had bent over backwards in an effort to 
prevent a lengthy battle, After the original Committee of Inquiry had found both clubs quilty, 
Hill recommended to the board that the clubs be allowed to make submissions concerning 
the penalty. Sydney United weren't interested and wandered off to the Supreme Court. 
South Melbourne knew better. As we've stated repeatedly in Studs Up, FIFA doesn't take 
kindly to clubs or individuals taking national associations through the legal system, and 
perhaps South Melbourne were aware of this. 

This all seemed to have escaped the attention of the decision makers at Edensor Park, 
but Hill was prepared to go further, allowing Sydney United to nominate a member of the 
new (independent) Committee of Inquiry, yet United still weren't interested. United must 
have known that they would be found guilty of bringing the game into disrepute, regardless 
of who sat on the committee. United's approach to the problem has only highlighted, once 
again, that too many people in positions of power are unaware of the rules. 

South Melbourne on the other hand, were correct in at least hearing what their penalty 
would be before deciding on what action to take, although not even the Lakers could have 
hoped to be given yet another (increased) bond and yet another (sterner) warning, 

For SocAus to be as lenient as they were was a clear indication that they have no intention 
of expelling a club which attracts consistently high attendances. But as faras SU was 
concerned, the most extraordinary aspect of South Melbourne's week was to announce a 
(proabable) alliance with Panathinaikos. This. at a time when they are trying to convince the 
public they are expanding their support base! 

Once upon a time Jimmy Greaves said soccer was a funny old game. Obviously he'd 
never visited Australia! 





Nir Keith Cooper 

Director of Communications 
FIFA 

PO Box 85 

Zurich 


Dear Sir. 


As an Australian football fan | am absolutely disgusted at the recent turn of events 
regarding the 1998 World Cup qualifiers and feel | simply must register my disapproval. 


When the draw was originally announced in 1995 it was quite clear that the second 
round of Asian qualifiers would involve two groups of five teams. The winner and the 
runner-up in each group would progress to the semi finals. The two semi final winners 
would play the final match and also qualify for the finals in France. The two losing teams 
would compete in a 3rd place play-off, the winner of which would also qualify for France. 
The losing team would play against the winner of Oceania for a place in the final 
competition of World Cup France 98 (home and away matches). 


Now, some two years later, we discover that the rules of the game have been changed 
halfway through the last quarter, The reasons are no more complex than the Asian 
nations being unable to decide on universally acceptable neutral venues. 

When the matter was referred to FIFA, a decision should have been made on a 
NEUTRAL VENUE, Not to put it in the 'too hard’ basket and throw the plans of eleven 
nations into chaos. 


While the soccer world has focused on the ramifications for the Asian nations, 
including the extra FIFA ranking points to be earned, the catastrophic effect the decision 
has had on Australia's preparation has been virtually overlooked. 

In effect, Australia will not know who their final qualifying opponent will be until 
perhaps six days before the match. Tragically, this will allow insufficient time for our 
players to become acclimatised to either the conditions or the time zone. 


To allow less than seven days notice is absolutely unacceptable. Imagine being told 
lo travel to Uzbekistan on short notice - with no direct flights, how long would it take to get 
there? Or even Saudi Arabia or Kuwait where the jet lag alone of two major trips within a 
week will severely hamper the Socceroos prospects. 

Traditionally, when dealing with inter-confederation play-offs, the two teams have 
usually had a fortnight or so to deal with the inevitable logistical problems. 

- In 1985 Scotland had well over two weeks notice as to who they would play (Australia). 
- In 1989 Israel had a full two weeks notice as to who they wouid play (Colombia). 
- In 1993 Australia and Argentina had over two months notice of who they would play. 


| have contacted Soccer Australia regarding this matter but feel | must register my 
omsapproval with the governing body. If Soccer Australia were involved in the decision- 
making process then the general public in Australia is unaware of it, The media either 
haven't thought about the situation or, worse, don't care. 


| urge FIFA to reconsider their decision, simply because of the farcical possibilities, 
Being the editor of Australia's most important fanzine | would also request and appreciate 
a response for our readership 

Thanking you in anticipation 





Kevin Christopher 
Editor 

Studs Up 

i0 Taunton Avenue 
Oakleigh South 3167 
Australia 


Zurich, 04.08.97 
KC 


BY FAX AND MAIL 
Dear Kevin, 


Thank you for the fax of 31 July 1997 regarding the qualification process of the Asian 
teams for the 1998 FIFA World Cup and, especially, the Asian-Australia play-offs. 


The procedure adopted for the Asian second round was the necessary result of prolonged 
discussion and disagreement between the ten Asian finalists; finally, however, it was 
unanimously accepted by all concerned, It is true that in doing so, they did not take the 
Australian play-offs directly into account, but it is also true to say that the Asian 
qualification system in itself does not directly affect Australia. 


There had never been a time-delay fixed between the end of the Asian second round and 
the play-off with the Oceania winners; it had been determined at the time of the Draw in 
December 1995 only that the play-off matches would be played in November 1997, with 
no precise dates fixed. 


The fact that Australia has only a week's acclimatisation before these games is admittedly 
not ideal; on the other hand, the Asian opponents for the return leg will also have had an 
away match on neutral ground just a week before playing Australia, which does not 
necessarily put that team in a favoured position, While there may have been some 
advantage in this respect if the Socceroos been drawn to play the first play-off leg at home, 
it is also widely considered that it is better to play the second leg of such a tie at home. 


Yours sincerely 
FIFA , 







Keith Cooper 
Director of Comunications 


FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 85, Hitziqgweg 11, 8030 Zurich, Swilzeriand, Telephon #1-1/364 8505, Telefax 41-1/SB4 Ope) 
Inftarnel http://www fifa.cam 


Hey FIFA! - Fair play, Please! 

For years FIFA have asked the world to play fair. Pity they don't practice what they 
preach. When the ten Asian nations couldn't decide where to play the second round of 
their World Cup qualifiers, the matter was referred to FIFA who decided that a meeting of 
the Bureau of the FIFA Organising Commiltee of the World Cup , chaired by Lennart 
Johansson, would resolve the matter. 

But rather than make a simple decision on where the ROUND-ROBINs would be played, 
the burly Swede and his sub-ordinates chose to throw the rule book out the window and 
make the second round groups a HOME AND AWAY affair. 


The result of this decision 1s potentially catastrophic to Australia. Vith the Asian 3rd/4th 
play-off nat required to be played until November 16, Australia is left with less than a week 
to discover where they will have to play the first leq of the inter-confederation play-off. 
Additionally there will be only seven days between the two legs. 

The same Johansson-led committee decided that the draw for the European play-offs 
would be made on October 14, three days after the last group qualifier. The play-offs have 
been scheduled for October 29 and November 15. Yes, that's right. European play-off 
participants will get FIFTEEN days notice as to where they have to travel and get 
SEVENTEEN days between the two legs. So much for a level playing field! 


Alarmingly, this situation does not seem to phase SocAus or the Australian media. 
There has been no official comment from Driver Ave, although off the record it is accepted 
that there is cause for concern. The media appear to haye even less interest in the injustice 
of it all. Yes, SU has faxed the major media outlets. No, we haven't received any reply, 
although when we ran into Paul Millar (AAP) at a recent media conference he could see that 
there was a story in it somewhere. No doubt the rest will scream blue murder when the 
reality of the situation hits home, By then it will be too late. 


Naturally, the Asians are (generally) delighted with the situation. Peter Velappan, 
General Secretary of the Asian Football Confederation could hardly contain his delight: 

"lam happy that we were able to have a successful draw with the ten teams. 
Al this point in time, | do not think that itis possible fo see which group of the 
two is stronger. The teams are balanced. 

The decision to have home and away matches is a good one as it really 
keeps with the principles of football, namely that the national team should 
perform in front of a home crowd. 

Even (hough there are a few logistical challenges to solve due to the tight 
sehedule, this format will benefit Asian football and Word Cup France 98," 


However, the problem doesn't end there for the Asians. With two Group A fixtures 
scheduled for November 12, the Group A runner-up may have only FOUR days to get toa 
neutral venue to face the Group B runner-up. If thatis the case, perhaps Australia can 
concentrate on who is most likely to finish runner-up in Group A as far as our potential 
opponents are concermed. [he conspiracy theorists are again pointing to the fact that 
Japan and South Korea are being given every opportunity to reach France. After all, it 
would be a public relations nighimare for either country should they miss out 


So where does this leave Australia? In limbo, that's where. Nobody has jumped up and 
down, not SocAus, not Ocearva, not the Australian media, just Studs Up. 


It may be too late, but if you care, tell FIFA. Enquiries to be addressed to: 
FIFA Media Office PO BOX 85, Hitziqweg 11, CH-8030 Zurich 
Tel: +41-1/384 9595 Fax: +41-1/384 9696 


Photocopy it, Enlarge it, Fridge/Dunny door it. 
The countdown starts now. Whoever we play in November, they'll be « cohesive bunch, 
with nine qualifiers in ten weeks, The question of Australia's (lack of) preparation will 

be closely examined next month. 


Group A- Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Group B - South Korea, Kazakhstan, Japan, 





China, Iran, Qatar Uzbekistan, United Arab Emirates 
Sep 13 China vy Iran 2-4 Sep6 Soulh Korea v Kazakhstan 3-0 
Sep 14 Saudi Arabia v Kuwait 2-4 Sep? Japan v Uzbekistan 6-3 
Sep 19 Iran v Saudi Arabia 1-1 sep 12 South Korea v Uzbekistan 2-1 
Sep 19 Qatar v Kuwait u-2 Sep 12 UAE v Kazakhstan 4-0 
Sep 26 Kuwait v Iran sep 19 UAE v Japan 0-0 
Sep 26 Qatar v China Sep 20 Kazakhstan v Uzbekistan 1-1 
Oct3 China v Saudi Arabia Sep 27 Uzbekistan v UAE 
Oct3 iran V Qatar Sep 28 Japan ¥ South Korea 
Oct 10 Kuwait v China Oct4 South Korea vy UAE 
Oct 11 Saudi Arabia v Qatar Oct 4 Kazkhstan v Japan 
Oct17 Iran v China Oct 11 Uzbekistan v Japan 
Oct 17 Kuwait v Saudi Arabia Oct 11 Kazakhstan v South Korea 
Oct 24 Kuwait v Qatar Oct 18 Uzbekistan vy South Korea 
Oct 24 Saudi Arabia v iran Oct 18 Kazkhstan vy UAE 
Oct 31 China v Qatar Oc! 25 Uzbekistan v Kazkhstan 
Oct 31 Iran v Kuwait Oct 26 Japan v UAE 
Nov6 Saudi Arabia v China Nov 1 South Korea v Japan 
Nov? Qatar v Iran Nov2 UAE v Uzbekistan 
Nov 12 China v Kuwait Nov 8 Japan Kazakhstan 
Nov 12 Qatar v Saud) Arabia Nov 9 UAE v South Korea 


Group runners-up to play at a neutral venue on November 16 to decide who qualifies for 
France and who hosts Australia in the first leg of the final play-off 


What they said..... 


Eduardo Vingada, Coach Saudi Arabia National Team 

"Every team is a good feam. All have advanced through the first round and they 
deserve to be here. There are no big differences between the teams, however. | would 
have preferred fo be in group 8 and avoid a very hard trip to China. We are the favorite 
and we have to live with this role. | think our group is a little stronger with Saudi Arabia, 
Iran and Kuwait, three of the four best teams of the Asian Cup. All the teams are strong 
including China, which have very quick and disciplined players." 


Mohamed Mayelikohan, Coach of Iran 

"Itis a good draw. The geographical division produced by the draw is better for us as we 
have shorter distances to cover for three out of four away matches. 
(On Australia as a potential opponent in the play-offs) 

"Ten years ago iran played Australia. We won one match and lost one. So we know 
hardly anything about them ght now but will do some research. Of course, | know of Terry 
Venables and thal he is a good coach. But we would like to avoid such an encounter. We 
are aiming at winning the group." 


Dariush Mostafavi, President of IR Iran Football Federation Federation 
(on home and away matches): 
"We prefer home and away matches, because we have big crowds in Tehran." 


Hamad Alkaabi, General Secretary of The Qatar Football Association 

"We are happy with the draw, It could not be better than this. Of course, once you 
qualify fora second Round you have to be ready to take on every opponent. Playing on a 
home and away basis is good as the home crowd alhvays gives an advantage. 





Qi Wusheng, Coach of China PR 

“In our group there are four Arab countries so we are the only country from the Far East. 
This means that for the away matches, we will have jong distances to cover. We Know our 
opponents fairly well having played them in recent years. We won some matches and 
suffered a few defeats, Now we have to adjust he league schedule to accommodate the 
tight Word Cup schedule. Also | have to get the players together as soon as possible. 


(On Australia as potential opponent in the play-offs): 

"They have developed a lot and very rapidly in recent years. They have many players 
in Europe. For us they will be more difficult to play against than an Asian opponent. We 
are looking for an early decision in the group matches fo avoid them in the play-offs." 


Abdulhamad Hussein, Assistant General Secretary and National Team Manager of 
The Kuwait Football Association 

"Group A where we will have to play is stronger than Group B. In Group A we have with 
Saudi Arabia, lan and Kuwail (three out of the four top teams from fast year's Asian Cup, 
Also, none of the teams in this group lost any of their first round matches." 


Junji Ogura, General Secretary of The Football Association of Japan 

"We are quite happy with the draw, also with Korea in our group, because now we're 
partners in the World Cup 2002" (smiles). “And as far as the logislics are concerned, we 
don't have to travel too far to get to Korea. From the Asian Games, we are familiar with 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. We believe we have a good chance to qualify.” 


Mikhail I. Gurman, Vice-President of The Football Association of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan 

"We are very happy with this group. With the exception of Korea Republic we have 
already played against each of the teams. Every team has a chance fo qualify, however, 
success will depend on its ability to prepare. Especially the financial situation is not the 
same everwhere. On one side we are happy to be in the same group with Uzbekistan, 
because we know each other very weil. Since the break-up of the former Soviet Union 
there is a big rivalry between us, They will be very tough matches." 


Rustam Mirsadikovy, Coach of Uzbekistan 

“im happy with the group. iItdoesn't matier against which teams you play, you have to 
play anyway. There is no clear favonte in group B, so following a few matches we'll see a 
certain profile of the group develop. We know all the apponenis, mainly from the Asian 
Games we won in 1994. | can't say anything special about fhe other teams. I"m very 
confident we have a good chance io qualify.” 


Sam H. Ka, Genera!) Manager International Department of Korea Football 
Association 

"The group is o.k, as well as on a logistical point of view. With Japan in the same group, 
we don't have to travel as often to the West, And to Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan, 
there is a direct flight too. The main problem is the very tight schedule, because in Korea the 
league Championship lasts until the end of October and then there's still (he FA Cup to play. 
| think Korea is the group favounte followed by Japan, but | have to stress that all the teams 
are very strong.” 


Jousef Al Serkal, National Team Cominittee Vice-President of the United Arab 
Emirates Football Association 

"Both groups and all ten teams are quite even. The travel to Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan will be difficult with all the administrative problems. We know every team very 
well, even though we haven't played against Japan in two years, Favourite of the group is 
Korea Republic. Our team has good chance to finish secand." 


Get the Book out! 


Red card to. Bob Brooks, editor of ABSW, for a real shocker in his editorial for the Sept 16 
issue. Commenting on the soccer venues for 2000, Bob notes that Melbourne appears 
non-committal, and asks "Would it be possible to run group matches in regional areas? 
Townsville, Rockhampton, Toowoomba, the Gold Coast, Coffs Harbour, Orange, 
Newcastle, Wollongong, Wagga Wagga, Bendigo, Ballarat and Shepparton are just a few 
towns and cities that spring to. mind”. 

Actually Bob, | reckon it might be time to check that spring in your mind. Shepparton? 
Orange?? The $8 million Hindmarsh development was knocked back. FIFA suggested 
about $24million would do it, the applications for hosting 2000 soccer closed some months 
ago, the infrastructure required is not something regional centres are renowned for... 

We could go on, and on, but perhaps we've said enough. Time for a word from Confucious: 

"it is sometimes better to leave the page blank and have your readers think you have 
writer's black, than to fill ihe page and have your reaciers suspect some other ailment..." 


Yellow card to the VSF for failing to introduce sudden-death extra fime for the Healthy Diet 
- Try it Premier League finals series, While it may have been harsh on Gerry McAleer who 
scored an own goal during ‘normal’ extra time in the grand final, Australian players simply 
must come to grips with the golden goal rule, an initiative which is now commonplace at all 
major tournaments. 

sure, there will be controversy when the winning goal is disputed due to a poor linesman 
decision or what-have-you, but the VSF's refusal to implement the GG rule is a further 
indication that they are not in touch with modern day thinking, 


Yellow Card to ABSW for the front page treatment (Sept 9) of Robbie Slater's outburst 
against the decision to play that match at the MCG. To our knowledge, Robbie has never 
played at the MCG, and was unaware (because nobody bothered to tell him!) that there will 
be no cricket scheduled in the lead-up to the match. Pity ABSW couldn't have centred on 
the positive reaction by just about everybody else (on page 2). 


Red card to the photographers at the VSF Gold Medal count. As at most functions across 
the world that week, the audience was asked for a minute of silence for you-know-who. 
Naturally, everyone was happy to oblige the request, but not the photographers who felt it 
necessary to snap away during the sixty seconds. The irony was lost on nobody. 


Yellow card to Soccer Ausiralia and Terry Venables for failing to arrange sufficient 
friendlies in the lead-up to November 22. One solitary match against Tunisia - admittedly a 
top team already qualified for France - is absolutely unacceptable. These people have 
known for nine months what the situation would be. Should we be caught ‘cold’ in 
November, there will be no need for SU to upgrade the colour of the card. Plenty of others 
will do that for us, 


Red card to the people concerned for the cancellation of the Snickers Soccer Sensation 
which was due to be held over the next week or so. The event was scheduled to take place 
in Queens Park but a little birdie phoned up and said nobody had bothered to check on the 
availability of the venue, or just as importantly, whether the cricket pitches would be a 
problem. We don't want to say any more until we got something confirmed, but nobody 
seems to want to talk about it. Let us know if you hear anything... 


Red card to Rocco Di Zio, editor of ‘Junior Roo’, a four page lift out in the weekly ethnic 
paper 'll Globo’. It seems Mr Di Zlo and many other journos connected with the ethnic press 
have had their noses put out of joint by the new SocAus media accreditation quidelines. 
The Dj Zio response? “One could be justified in thinking that chairman David Hill has 
faken on Pauline Hanson as a specia/ adviser!”.... “This writer, for one, will never apply for 
@ media pass under ihe shamefully discnminatory system enacted by Soccer Australia. 
Ve seem fo be back in the dark ages when one had to pay a pnce for dignity and 
coherence against oppression..." 
Fact is, if the ethnic press had provided its readers with a balanced coverage of both on 
and off field events there would be far less misrepresentation of (he facts and far less 
hostility towards those running the game. 
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Magic(ians) 'threepeat 
Okay. let's get the bad news out of the way first. There were some very sad sights in 
the Premier League this season, There were very ordinary scenes at a number of grounds 
and the VSF is urged lo look at the entire disciplinary and appeals process. Believe me 
folks, itis not very attractive what goes on in Victoria sometimes. 

Then we had the continuing saga of Heidelberg, again involved in both types of clashes 
(on and off the field), where it was obvious by June - with coach Peter Tsolakis using 
himself off the bench - they would miss the finals. The point was hammered home in a 2-0 
loss at Bulleen, with the reverse fixture earlier in the season still a festering sore point. Can 
it really only be twelve months since Bobby Despotovski knocked in 26 goals for ‘em? 

We had the sad demise (well, not quite) of Melton Reds, formerly Albion Redsox who 
disappear back to State League after conceding 98 goals (avge 3.77) and earning just two 
wins and three draws for the season, while North Geelong also fall by the wayside, but 
given their alliance with Melbourne Knights we can safely assume the Premier Leaque will 
see the Warriors again before it sees the Reds. North had taken nine rounds to register 
their first point but the wheels fell off in round twelve when a 1-8 home defeat by Bentleigh 
was the first of a number of heavy defeats before the end of the season. 

The ugly issue of loan players cropped up again, and there’s no doubt some of them 
made an impact, but if the clubs let the public know who was playing then there's a chance 
a couple of hundred extras might turn up. Advertising. Perhaps that's for another time. 


Countering all the usual crap that goes with a Victorian soccer season there were some 
very noteworthy performances. Despite being involved in some unsavoury incidents with 
the Croatian backed St Albans, Springvale White Eagles turned plenty of heads during their 
first season in the top division and occupied a spot in the top five halfway through the 
season before finishing in sixth position. A big thumbs up to Bentleigh as well, who were 
never seriously expected to take out the minor premiership yet they pushed Altona all the 
way in the closing woeks and thoroughly deserved all the plaudits that came their way. 
Juan Nilo continued his fine scoring form after crossing from Sunshine and Nick Van 
Eqmond was back to the form thal took him to a tie for the Rathmans Medal (with Josip 
Skoko) in 1994 


Altona had started sluqaishly but when lan Dabson celebrated his return to the Premier 
League in round 16 with a 3-1 win at Sunshine the writing was on the concrete. [twas a 
memorable round all round with Green Gully blasting four points clear and the Andrew 
Marth coached St Albans finding themselves in the top five after beating Port Melbourne 
Sharks 4-1. The following week they lost 2-0 at North Geelong and they wouldn't be seen 
in the lop five again 

Green Gully and Altona had cleared away from the pack by this stage, but after they 
both dropped numerous paints in the run in the scene was set for an interesting last round. 
In the penultimate round, Altona had finished with ten men in the 1-1 home draw with 
Fawkner, so all three points were needed at North Geelong in the final round. 

The Warmors were coming off a 10-0 hiding against Bentleigh, for whom [ke Alagiozidis 
scored four, Altona won 11-0 with Sash Becvinovski equalling Alagiozidis’ effort, and Magic 
duly clinched their second successive minor championship. 

Preston had the chance to pinch the double-chance in the final round but lost 0-1 at 
Green Gully, forcing them into the Elimination Final with Bulleen, who crashed 0-5 at 
Sunshine. The result almost summed up Bulleen’s season which has been littered with 
inconsistency but since Bogdan Bonk took over from Mike Urukalo the team looked ready to 
mount a serious challenge, 


Off to the finals then, and the first stop is Kingston Heath Soccer Complex in Cheltenham 
home of the Bentleigh Greens and barely adequate to stage Premier Leaque matches. 
As for being a finals venue, well, no. Okay, the conditions were diabolical, but the public 
expect more for the finals. And it didn't provide much in the way of home ground advantage 
either as Green Gully came from behind to cane 'em, 4-1. GG couldn't repeat the act the 
following week, going down 1-2 at Altona, but had the consolation of playing the preliminary 
final on home turf out at Kealba, another venue miles from the average neutral supporter. 

There they faced Bulleen, who had come from fifth to defeat Preston (2-0 in the 
Elimination final) and Bentleigh (2-1 in the first semi). Eric Hollingsworth got the only goal of 
a game which had GG coach Chris Taylor fuming afterwards, with most of his tirade aimed at 
ihe match official(s). It finished ten a side, bul Bulleen played with a one man advantage for 
78 minutes, 


The grand final was held at Bob Jane Stadium and despite the threatening weather the 
conditions were never nasty, just the odd drizzle which - mixed with the healthy bouts of 
bright sunshine - provided an almosl perfect stage for a classic match. 

Damon Collina gave Bulleen an unlikely lead when Magic ‘keeper Darren McGrath made 
a complete hash of a speculative drive from the edge of the box, but within minutes Sean 
Keogh failed to hold a shot from Rusmir and Simon Micevski buried the rebound. 

What followed was another sixty-five minutes of action, the woodwork was rattled by both 
sides, both ‘keepers continued to have supporters’ hearts in their underpants and the tackles 
were uncompromising. Some of the aenal clashes in particular were kamikaze stuff. 

A 2-2 draw, and on to extra-time. Ten minutes each way, none of this golden goal stuff 
for Victoria, which Bulleen's Gerry McAleer will be grateful for after he gave Altona a 3-2 
lead, Right at the death Sash Becvinovski ran two thirds of the length of the field and slotted 
the ball past Keogh for a well-deserved second goal to sew up the match, 

One final note of praise to referee Gerry Connolly. A few other referees may have gota 
bit card happy due to the ‘intent’ of a few tackles, but Gerry somehow managed to keep 
contro! wilhout getting writer's cramp. The game could easily have ended up as ten or even 
nine a side if the ref had have been picky. Well done to all the match officials on the day. 


George Jolevski wins VSF Gold Medal 

Former Marconi, Wollongong and Collingwood player (have we left any clubs out?) 
George Jolevski was the surprise winner of the 1997 Healthy Diet - Try it Premier League 
Gold Medal at the end of season function held at the Hilton Hotel on September 1. 

The 1 & 2 votes had been collated prior to kick-off, with Sasha Nikolic (Springvale) and 
Nick Papadopoulos (Port Melb) leading the count on 11 votes as the quests were seated. 

By round 8 of the ‘three vote’ count Jolevski led (on 18) by four votes from Nick Tsaltos, and 
after round 18 Jolevski still led with 24, bul only by one vote from hot favourite Nick Van 
Egmond of Bentleigh Greens, winner of the ABSW award. 

Naturally the tension mounted, but going into the last round the Altona table were bursting 
with anticipation, suspecting that George would pick up the three votes for the final match, a 
11-0 win over Nih Geelong. 

The highlight of the night was the entertainment provided by Greg Champion, who called 
upon Paul Wade for a duet of that infunaling theme song for ‘AFL Gameday’. You know the 
one: We had a RHG - Red Hot Go... Wade played the "dumb’ straight man perfectly, and as 
VSF president observed later, if Wade learnt a couple of chords he could go solo! 

There were a couple of moments that provoked head-shaking (see Get the Book out!) bul 
full credit must go to Wendy Lenton for organising a very enjoyable evening. Well done! 


Leading Votegetters 
33 - George Jolevski (Alt) 28 - Nick Van Egmond (Bentleigh) 21 - George Svigos (Heid) 
19 - Sash Markovski (Sunshine) 17 - John Waddell (GG), Ike Alagiozidis (Bent), 
Nick Tsaltas (Port Melb) 16- Anthony Grbac (Bull), Krunisiav Razov (St Albans) 


The two southern sides of St George and Sutherland struggled all through the year, 

NSW Ro und- up - From Greg Stock Sutherland with some very bad injury problems and St George with a young squad under 

coach Frank Lang. The wooden spoon was effectively decided two weeks from the end 
when the postponed second round match at Seymour Shaw Park was played and St George 
won the game 2-1. Whether the NS\WSF hierachy see fit to relegate any club in the off- 
season is still up in the air. With the professionalism of clubs like Sutherland and St George 
it would be hard for the federation to push these clubs into the first division at the expense of 
the first division champion, The big thing in their favour is the fact that both clubs have good 
finances and stable management and both have home grounds able to play night matches 
with good spectator facilities. 


The 1987 NSW Soccer Federation Super Soccer season is now into the semi-final rounds 
following 22 rounds of home and away matches. The season was one of many highs and 
lows off the park while the standard of football on the paddock was set by the top three 
sides. Before a ball was even kicked in anger we saw the sad situation of one of NSW's 
oldest clubs, Adamstown Rosebud being forced to withdraw from the season, The Rosebud 
club were forced to sit out season 1997 after its crippling debt forced the hand of the 
committee but i ts hoped that with the hard work of their dedicated members we may again 
see them back in organised competition next season. 

With only a matter of weeks to go before kick-off the federation were forced to allow the 
season to carry a bye. The unusual circumstances caused a stir amongst the clubs and with 
the unseasonally wet weather Sydney faced this winter, we saw teams not playing for weeks 
and then being forced into three games over two weeks to play catch up. The federation 
ried very hard to ease the scheduling burden but clubs like Macarthur Rams suffered and 
their lowly finish reflected that. 


While on crowds, the competition this year suffered from a distinct lack of them. 

Crowds of less than two hundred were common while even the better drawing clubs like 
Leichhardt and Parramatta failed to really get them in. Credit must oo to the Leichhardt club 
who,for the mid season game against Parramatta Eagles, organised a family day and had 
rides and face painting for the kids, etc in an effort to attract families. 

The competition is suffering badly from poor attendances but what the federation and 
clubs can do is still open for discussion, The federation even conducted a pre-season 
competition which grouped the twelve sides in a northern and southern division and they 
each played three games on the one card, Even this was not as warmly reciéved as it should 
have been but full marks to the federation for trying to generate the public interest. 


On the park the Parramatta Eagles, last years champions again proved the side to beat 
and finished the season with the minor premiership, Ably coached this year by former St 


| | George Budapest and Sacceroo defender Doug Utjesenovic, the Eagles soared high and 
GP: only two games on their way through the 22 rounds. The side included the striking 


duo of Steve Karavatakis and Saso Petrovski who both finished in the top five scorers for the As we peel through the division one final table we see that the minor premiership went to 





the Hurstville City Minotaurs, with the top five rounded out by Ryde City, Eastern Suburbs, 
Bathurst '75 and the Stanmore Hawks, There |s even talk of a semi-final for Bathurst this 
year which must be a great oppurtunity for western districts soccer, How any of these sides 
would go if promoted to the top flight is anybody's guess, The Minotaurs used Hurstville Oval 
as their home ground this year while the Eastern Suburbs side would be desperate to seek 
promotion after their failed bid last year under the banner of the Sydney Cosmos. 


season while the defence was well organised by former NSL players George Souris and 
Mark Reveley who bolh had outstanding years. The big bonus for the Eagles was the mid- 
season return of Socceroo Gabriel Mendez from Europe. Mendez - who had trouble with 
securing a contract after injury concerns - returned to the Eagles ranks to be their creative 
influence as the season got down to the business end. By years end he was again off to 
Porlugal for trial to try and snare that elusive European contract. His influence around the 


club inthe sem-final senes will be badly missed. , ; 
. On the representative side the NSW select side played two games. The annual match 


The other two sides to look oul for in the semi-final series are Bonnyriag White Eagles against the representative side from the Northern NSW competition was played on the 
and the Lemhhardt Tigers. Both these sides have had a very eel hh and ave traditional Anzac Day. Going back years to the i ASESE EON Gays iis Clash used'to be 
proven to be genuine contenders for this season's grand final. Both finished two and three one of the showcase fixtures on the representative calendar and this year was played on the 
behind Parramatta wilh daylight between third and fourth place. Central Coast at Pluim Park. The match was a 3-1 wan to the Sydney side after a hard 

The Bonnyngg side were boosted by the mid-season signings of Wollongong City duo fought 90 minutes. The other be abe dente mid-season assignment on a Monday night at 
Colin Lulf and Gary Van Egmond and the ever reliable Paul Dee. With Mike Gibson the Valentine Park, Parkiea. A visiting side from the English Defence Forces drew 2-2 with the 
custodian in goals for most of the season the White Eagies side played a confident and NSW Super League boys but matches like these beg the question, of why they are not 
attacking brand of football and were rewarded with a top three finish. promoted, Playing games at NSWSF headquarters in the outer western suburbs at Parklea 

The Leichhardt side recovered from the mid-season sacking of coach Tony Pezzano to * are fine to save costs, but when will the fans be given the oppurtunity to get to such games 
press Ihe Parramatta side all the way for the minor premiership. Pezzano was replaced mid- ata more accessable central location ?7? 
paral a ioune sanee ce Eee nae: ee eee _ As we write, the Waratah Cup is about to kick off for Round Six. The NSWSF has 

With the minor premiership up for grabs right until the final game it was only one point that decided to split the sixteen sides into four groups of four, each to play one another over three 
proved the difference for the consistent Tigers in the end. The other two sides who rounded nights in September. From here the two leading sides from each group will progress to the 
out the final five were Blacktown City and Bankstown City Lions who both have had quarter-finals where it will ravert to the knockout format. In the absence of the NSL pre- 
reasonable seasons to finish fourth and fifth. season competition in 1997 this idea has been well recieved by the NSL clubs desperate for 

some serious pre-season hitouts while for the first division and super league clubs the 

At ihe other end of the table we saw the unusual NSW suspects in Sutherland who Season Is already too long and a few are just training specifically for these games. 
finished with the wooden spoon, St George and Sydney United. Sydney United fielded a ete ; . : wis 
side in this year's sornpatiien and must be very disappointed with the final finishing position The argument is that the element of surprise is taken away in a round-robin pene 
of ninth. Going into the second round the side was in last place but bolstered by a number of and the unlikely one off upsets we have seen in matches of years gone by may 3 gone. 
ihe Ericsson Cup players and a mid-season change of coach they tuned it around and But the federation has done the right thing in giving the clubs the opportunity to play more 
moved away from the dreaded wooden spoon with some good wins. games in Australia's richest knockout tournament. | guess the proof will be in the 


attendances for these games and just how the clubs and the fans react to the busy three 
game schedule in a week, 


XXXX Report - From Tony Moran 


The revamped Brisbane XXXX Premier league ended with Brisbane City being declared 
minor premiers. They ended up five points clear of eventual runners-up the Bundaberg 
Waves, who surprised everybody with their late season burst. With both Taringa Rovers and 
Brisbane Lions both slipping up on the last day of the season, the Waves jumped into 
second position and in doing so sparked yet more controversy. 

Apparently, it had been decided three weeks ago, that if the Waves were to make the 
play-offs they would be allowed to host one of the semi-finals games. At the time they were 
not certain to make the four, and Rochedale were tipped to take the fourth position ahead of 
them. In the end, however, it was Premiers, Brisbane City who had to travel to play 
Bundaberg on the neutral Martens Oval, which is right next door to the Waves home ground. 
This was not something that the City players and fans were looking forward to having failed 
to win in two previous visits there this season already. But against all odds, and after the five 
hour bus trip they came away with a 3-1 victory, and a secure Grand Final berth. 

For the Waves, they still live to fight another day, against Taringa Rovers, who defeated 
Brisbane Lions 1-0, at Perry Park, in the knockout semi the previous night. Taringa Rovers, 


who were picked lo be minor premiers themselves have had a shocking end to the season, 
picking up only 4 points from their last seven games, Many people have said that it is their 


lack of experience al this level that has had many players losing their bottle when the 
pressure is on. They have played entertaining football all year, but have failed to kill off 


opponents when they have had the chance. One game in particular which should have been 


finished by half-time was their away game against City, when they were 2-0 up at the break, 
having created enough chances to be five up! City eventually came back to earn a point in a 


Helore ihe weekond, Lions were still tipped by many to come from fourth to take the 


premierstup, and a City v Lions final had been predicted by quite a number of people. Coach, 


a... entertaining 2-2 draw 
Miron Bleiberg, being the canny and seasoned campaigner that he is, was feared by 


everybody Feelings are hat he can pull premierships out of hat willy-nilly, but it wasn’t to be 
as Taanga knocked them out with less than ten minutes remaining on the clock. 


For Gundaberd it has been a season of two distinct halves. After eleven games they had 
only accumulated 12 paints, and in the last ten they picked up 25, as more experienced 
players were brought in lo sirenglhen the squad. Alan Hunter guested for three games, and 
his wealth of experience obviously rubbed off on some of the younger players. 

Pre-season favourites Rochedale Rovers had a nightmare season, losing coach Garry 
McDowall midway through the year, and then failing to make the four when everybody 
thought that i! was a formality. McDowall's attempt to build the team through a youth policy 
didn't work, when it was made plain by some board members that his ideas were not wanted 
-unless it brought a few trophies 

For the “also-rans" (Wynnum, Beenleigh and Coalstars) the season was a series of ups 
and downs. Although more of the latter than the former, they have all benefitted from their 
experience this season. Wynnum started with nine straight losses, but hung in there and 
finished with a very creditable 20 points. 

Beenleigh were the only ones to actually improve their facilities, and in doing so got the 
thumbs up from “The Farr Post", whilst Coalstars finished with the wooden spoon, but have 
renewed hope when they merge with first division St.Helens for next years competition. 


For next year the Gold Coast Gamblers are almost certain to come into the competition. 
The QSF board are split on whether to simply swap them for Beenleigh, or to try to convince 


Positive signs for Matildas 


Started like a house on fire, finished as a pile of burnt rubble - that was the story of the 
Matildas 1997 European tour. The pressure was on the squad to produce some tangible 
results following a number of intemational tours over the past eighteen months or so, but the 
tour began catastrophically when coach Greg Brown snapped his achilles in training prior to 
the first match. Yet the Matildas came out and defeated Sweden 1-0, and things only got 
better with a good win over Hungary, a performance which prompted their coach to remark 
that Oz deserved to be ranked in the top six! 

A 1-1 draw in Holland also suggested that this current womens team is on the right track, 
although finishing the tour with three losses in the final four games would perhaps be a 
reminder that fitness/fatigue is going to be a major obstacle for our part-time women in major 
events in the future. For that reason, too much should not be read into the 7-1 caning at the 
hands of Norway in the final match, particularly as Oz suffered a couple of key injuries early in 
the first half. Besides, we have known for some time (hat Norway and the US are a fair way 
ahead of the next bunch, and Australia should be content to consolidate a spot in the top 
eight for the time being. 


the Toowoomba United club to enter and make a ten team competition. 
Knowing the QSF's track record this (and previous) seasons, it wouldn't surprise me if they 
rejected the Gold Coast yet again, and kicked Beenleigh out as welll 

A seven team competition, would raise no eye-brows at all up here! After all, the board 
members are not there to administer the game of football up here. 

Gosh, No ! it would get in the way of all those conflicts of interests ! 


Matildas - 1997 Luropean Tour 





Aug 6 (Oslersund) Sweden 1-0 Julie Murray 59 
Aug 8 (Budapest) Femina FC 2-2 
Aug 10 (Csakvar) Hungary 4-0 Bryony Duus 10, Kristy Moore 31, Sharon Black 60, 90 
Aug 14 (Grootebroek) Holland 1-1 Lisa Casagrande 69 
Aug 19 (Brussels) Belgium 0-4 
Aug 23 (Haapsalu) Estonia 5-1 Cheryl Salisbury 20, 63, Kim Revell 31, Amy Taylor 61, 
Julie Murray 83 | 
Aug 26 (Helsinki) Finland 0-2 
Auo 31 (Oslo) Norway 1-7 Julie Murray 7ipen 
Swed Hung Holl Belg Esto Fin! Norw 
Belinda Kitching Old x x x % x x 
Amanda Paterson USA x 
Bridgette Starr NNSW K x x Xo65 xX x 
Kristyn Swaffer SA x x x x 5066 Xo2 
Chery! Salisbury Japan Xo53 X X045 
sonia Gegenhuber Qld xo60 xo83 Xo053 xo68 = Xol4 
Sacha Wainwnght ACT 5080 Xo55 
Traci Bartlelt ACT $060 xX soB3 so53 Xo55 so6a said 
Anissa Tann-Darby NSW x x x x s055 X x 
sarah Cooper ACT X055 xXo75 xX 5053 x055 X%o88 Xob63 
Sharon Black SA xobO =X x x s055 % x 
Tammy Thernton Qld so65 s080 s085 xX 5088 
Amy Taylor ACT x Xo55 x so45 so2z084 
Bryony Duus so55 xX x x S088 s057 
Julie Murray NSW Xo70 Xo65 xX x so76 xX x 
Alison Forman Denmark x Mo7B so55 Xo8s xX 
Lisa Casagrande ACT Xo65 so75 8055 Xo85 Xo059 Xo&7 
Kim Revell Qld x xo80 x Xo7B OX xX 
Alicia Ferguson Old S055 x 5084 
Kristy Moore so7o x x so78 so59 5063 


Head coach: Greo Brown Assistant coaches: Kevin McCormack and Connie Selby 
Head of delegation: Kerry Harris Tour manager: Sarah Groube 
Tour assistant manager: Lesley Mann Physiotherapist: Julian Russell-Jones 


THE 2nd STUDS UP 


It's nearly two years since we printed the results of our first survey 
and let's be honest, a bit more market research is overdue. 
We offer no subscriptions or prizes but we can guarantee that 
the results will be forwarded to all relevant bodies. 


1. Are you a member of an A-League club? | 
2. Do you support an A-League club? 


3. How often do you attend an Ericsson Cup game? i.e. every week, once a 
fortnight, once a month, only occasionally etc... 


3. Do you feel you have an input at the club, either via a supporters club or through 
dialoque with officials? 


4. Which is the best A-League ground you have attended? Why? 


5, Which A-League grounds do you rarely/never attend? Why? i.e. admission 
pice, ground facilities, accessibility of venue, safety, standard of soccer 


6. Has the emergence of Perth Glory in the national league made you feel that your 
club 1s laaging behind in terms of marketing and spectator appeal? 


( What could clubs do to altract you (or your family/friends) to more games? 


6 When you allend an Ericsson Cup match, do you generally watch the curtain- 
raiser? If not, what form of enterlainment should be provided? 


§ What can be done to improve the standard of matchday programmes? 


10. Are you satisfied with the range of merchandise available at the club shop? 
Whal items would you like lo see introduced? 


11. Are you satisfied with the range of merchandise available in mainstream sports 
stores? What items would you like to see introduced? 


12. Should an Auckland team be admitted into the A-Leaque? 


13. How many teams should make up the A-League? 


14. Is the Socceroos preparation for the WC play-off satisfactory? | 


15. Do you think SocAus made the correct decision to hold the final play-off at the 


MCG? 


READERS SURVEY 


Feel free to photocopy these pages (and pass 'em on) or add 
additional pages of comments or go the whole hog and write 
a novel on your own paper. Either way, spend half an hour 
(or more), and send your thoughts to the usual address. 
No need to include your name, although a state would be useful. 


16. Have you travelled interstate to watch the Socceroos? 
17. Do you intend to go to the MCG on November 297 
18. Should the 'Superstars of Soccer’ concept be persevered with? 


19. Is Terry Venables’ reputation at risk with reference to transfers of Australian 
players to Portsmouth? 


20. Given as many facts as we know, what punishments should have been handed 
out to Sydney United, South Melbourne or any other club which is found guilty of 
being unable to control their supporters al matches? 


21. Were you satisfied the performance of the Soccer Australia board over the past 
twelve months? If no, why not’? 


22. Is the coverage of soccer in the media adequate/inadequate? 


23. Which Ericsson Cup statistics should be available in addition to the scores? 
i.e. corners, free kicks, woodwork 


24. Should SocAus insist on all senior and youth team shirts having the player's 
name on the back? 


25. Where do you receive your information on soccer? 
i.e. television (sbs), soccer publications, radio, daily newspapers 


26. Which of the above provides the best coverage? 
27. Which of the above need to really lift their game? 
28. If you could ask David Hill one question, what would it be? 


29. Do you believe the A-League clubs are doing as much as they can to urge young 
players to remain in Australia? 


30. What features would you like to see remain/deleted/intraduced in Studs Up? 


News from the Capital - From Nick Guoth 


lliness and holidays impeded your Canberra columnist from submitting his normal account 
last month of what is really happening in the national's capital, So, this month we have a 
jam-packed issue with lots of goodies to keep you all happy. 


Probably the most momentous piece of news to come out of Canberra in the last few 
months has been the new sponsorship deal between computer giant Novell and both the 
Canberra Cosmos and ACT Soccer Federation. The deal effectively gave the Cosmos 
$200,000 per annum and the ACTSF $50,000 per year. Both of these deals are for three 
years. Interestingly enough, one of Novell's marketing slogans is 'Rock the Net’, which is 
very appropriate for soccer in general. 

Obviously the other big news since last time | wrote is what has been happening to the 
Canberra Cosmos. The long, badly held, secret of the new coach was announced not so 
long ago, and for those who have been missing out on the Canberra news, he is Branko 
Culina. Interestingly, latest developments show that he may just be deciding to run it alone 
this year and not have an assistant coach to work with him, but talk to locals to get help. 


On the player frant, there has been the odd signing or two. Below | have listed the 
siqnings as of now, 
Goalkeeper: Tony Giannasca (re-signed) 
Defenders: Paul Dee (re-signed), Andy Roberts (Newcastle), Dale Wingell (Perth) 
Midfielders: Ante Moric (Sydney Utd), Andy Ravanello (Marconi), Norman Kelly (re-signed), 
Rodrigo (re-signed) 
Strikers: Peter Buljan (re-signed), Michael Musitano (Ad, City), Harry James (Newcastle) 


News just to hand says thal there is a rumour going around that Ante Moric has already 
left the Cosmos to play fora Bundesliga club. Hopefully this is just a rumour. Rumour also 
has it that Jason Culina may be in discussion with the Cosmos, as are a few other players 
including a New Zealand international. 

Along with these eighteen other local players have been invited along to the training and 
will be involved in the Waratah Cup matches as well as other tral games. They include the 
ACT's leading goalscorer and past Cosmos player, Steve Lazzan. Training commenced on 
Tuesday August 12, as Culina was in Europe until the 11th. 


So, whal's expected this year from the Cosmos? Well, one would say that an 
improvement is probably on the books, Sure we've bought some good players, but really 
these is no ‘proven’ striker yet, and that is something the team really needs. Branko went to 
the UK and Europe to look at training methods as well as find a good striker to fit into the 
team. There has been no news of a signing. 

The new backline should be interesting and hopefully, we'll see some cohesion instead o7 
(he immense problems from last season. The flat back four we saw flounder on numerous 
occasions will be a thing of the past especially with the speed of the new signings like 
Wingell. The new signings with the mixture of the old players should provide the spectators 
with something somewhat different to the continuous long-ball game of the past, 

Actuallly, having a midfield may turn out to be a revelation, but we'll see. It has been 
heard that Culina has specifically said that he does not wani to see any long-ball, and if the 
play is anything like what Sydney United created week-in and week-out, we could see some 
entertaining matches. 


Meanwhile with the soon to be expected re-modelling of Bruce Stadium, the Cosmos are 
to play all their home games at Seiffert Oval in Queanbeyan. This is a little distance from the 
centre of Canberra, but really the only venue available with the facilities needed to host 
games. Itis hoped that next season the new Belconnen stadium in MacKellor will be 
available for the Cosmos. At the stage of writing, there were only four corporate boxes left 
for sale at Seiffert Oval, which shows how much enthusiasm is shown by the local 
commercial sector, 


We're all looking forward to see just how well Culina does with the mish-mash that have 
come to join him fram around the place. Will we see an improved perfarmance? Will we see 
a positive goal-difference? Will anyone be interested enough to watch the team play? 

Will Branko survive his hayfever here? All these and more questions are still lo be 
answered, 


On the monetary front the Cosmos have just revealed that a fourth stakeholder has been 
formed that includes the chairman, president and two of the directors. This fourth group joins 
the ACT Soccer Federation, the Belconnen Soccer Club and the City Club. There is still 
room for one more stakeholder and negotiations are under way with a potential client. 

Press-wise the Cosmos have employed one of the local media identities to take over and 
run everything. This has led to an excellent coverage for the game in the local press, 
especially with the television. It should be interesting to see just how many of the three 
commercial stations send a camera team out to Seiffert to cover any of the matches. 

The big news of the ACT soccer scene has been the new business name taken up by the 
ACT Soccer Federation, SOCCER CANBERRA! This will bring the ACTSF more in line with 
Soccer Australia and other local soccer bodies around the nation, 


Meanwhile the local scene is setting itself up for the playoffs and finals. The Premier 
Léague first grade minor premiership has already been taken out by Belconnen United. 
With one round left it appears that the other threes teams in the finals will be, Olympic, 
Weston Creek and Canberra Deakin, allhough if Deaken stumble Monaro would have a 
chance of getting through. For West Creek this is the first time in their history that their first 
team has made the play-offs, the only team in the Premier Leaque not to have done so. 

At the other end of the table it appears the Tuggeranong will take out the wooden spoon. 
Capital City Suns, a break-away team from Queanbeyan City, have already taken out the 
Division 1 minor premiership and have won the right to move up to the Premier League. 
Word has not come out of Soccer Canberra as to whether there will be any move between 
the two Divisions. 

In the Women's ist Division, Canberra City have won the minor premiership from Weston, 
and hope to also take out the playoffs later this month. The competition only had 5 teams, 
but itis hoped two more will join next season from the Second Division. 





Representative wise, a lot has happened and a lot is still to occur, In early July the 
Canberra Rockets, the ACT rep. side, played a couple of games. The first was against a 
rather strong UK Defence Forces team, whilst the second in Orange playing the Western 
Division rep, side. The Rockets came away with a close loss and then a rather resounding 
victory. There are expected to be a number of other representative games lined up for the 
rest of the season, including possible games against other states as well as a tour in Asia. 
The juniors have not been left out as just recently a team from Peru and one from sister city, 
Nara in Japan, have come to play ACT Junior rep. teams, as well as some local teams. 


Coming up soon will be the NSWSF Waratah Cup. The event has reached the final 16 
stage and the Canberra Cosmos are automatically entered. The winner of this years 
Federation Cup, Olympic have to play-off with their counterpart from the Northern NSW 
region, Edgeworth. If Olympic can win this playoff, then there is a good chance of holding a 
double-header in Canberra. 


Unfortunately, this would lead to all sorts of problems! The set date for the Sunday, or 
second match, in each group is also the same day as the Grand Finals in the local league. 
A number of questions have been raised. What happens if Olympic reaches the local Grand 
Final, which is quite likely gaing on current form’? Where can we hold the event so as to 
make sure we Can take advantage of the best crowd, especially given as the opponents 
would be Marconi and UTS Olympic? 


Football House, the new home of the Canberra Cosmos, Soccer Canberra and the 
Australian Women's Soccer Association, was finally available for occupation mid July. 
The premises are located in the central Canberra suburb of Deakin. 


Obituary - Henry (Hal) George Leslie 


Hal passed away on Monday August 11th at the age of 76, He will be remembered for his work 
for the ACT Soccer Federation through the 1960s and onwards, Hal was President of the 
Federation from 1980 fo 1982, and prior to that, Secretary for all of the 70s. 

A person with an incredible memory for detail, Hal was one of the hardest workers in the ACT 
for soccer. Through this he was regarded as a great friend to all clubs, 


Following his retirement in 1983, Hal continued in an active role involved in the restructuring 
of the ACTS, holding a position of advisor fo the ACTSF. This continued throughout the 
1980s and early 1990s, During this period Hal also was involved in the promotion of the 

international games between the ACT and teams from both Japan and England. 


Hal recognised that te future of soccer was outside the boundaries of the ACT and was a 
strong supporter of bringing national soccer to local centres. He was heavily involved with the 
selling up of the Canberra City club and their entry and inttial involvement in the Philips 
National Soccer League, He was Secretary to the club from 1976 to early 1979. 


Mal was made a life member of the ACT Soccer Federation in 1983. 


- Nick Guoth 


Another pot on gold on the horizon? 

Rumours are geting white hot that FIFA will introduce a bona-fide World Club 
Championship in 1999 An eight team competition seems most likely, with two groups of 
four, semis and a final. The good news for Australia is that each confederation is likely to 
contribute their club champion, suqgesting that the winners of the 97/98 Ericsson Cup are 
well on their way to a money-spinning adventure should the titles be held in say, January 

1999, or even late 1998 if the television rights carn be sorted out quick enough. 
Assuming, of course, that they get around to playing an Oceania Club Championship. 





2 7 — — = ————— EE ———————————eeee BAe 
aes = a a SS a oo oo io oa oo 


Brazil? At full strenath? We'd LOVE to see that, but... 

It would have been the biggest story of the month (and there's been a few) but the news 
that Brazil were as good as on their way to Oz next year was greeted with buckets of doubt 
by the SU crew. Okay, there are a few weeks between the end of the European season and 
the start of the World Cup finals. But come to Australia? Not likely. 

SocAus were even quick to distance themselves from the rumours, although the reasons 
they gave, (a: That the fixtures would be financially viable; b: That any proposed matches 
would not interfere with the National Coaches international schedule) were hardly convincing, 
Yes, they had spoken with Brazilian officials in the past, but to suggest that discussions were 
‘current’ was a bit, well, inaccurate. 

We appreciate that Nike have a lot of pull in the area of fnendlies, and they are certainly 
keen for the Nike World Series to visit every continent, but to suggest they may come with a 
full squad in May is just a bit optimistic. Somehow we just can't imagine Zagalo thinking a 
trip to the other side of the globe would be beneficial preparation for a World Cup defence. 
Yep, it makes a great news ‘scoop’, but we'll wait until we have the tickets in our hands 

before we get excited about the prospect of Tobin tangling with Ronaldo and co. 


Keeping track.... 


On August 29 Soccer Australia released the following list of Australian players currently 
based at overseas clubs. This is certainly not a definitive list, and any additional information 


would be welcome. Studs Up will attempt to periodically print an update list. 


England 

John Aloisi 
Andrew Bernal 
Mark Bosnich 
Tim Cahill 
Anthony Carbone 
Steve Corica 
Chris Coyne 
John Filan 

Craig Foster 
Doug Hodgson 
Richard Johnson 
Vas Kalogeracos 
Jason Kearton 
Harry Kewell 
George Kulscar 
Stan Lazaridis 
Stuart Lovell 

lan Martin 

Steve Mautone 
Andrew McDermott 
shaun Murphy 
Kevin Muscal 
Lucas Neill 
David Oldfield 
Andy Petterson 
Adem Poric 
Nick Rizzo 

Mark Schwarzer 
David Seal 
Rober Slater 
Frank Talia 
Hamilton Thorp 
Jim Tsekinis 
Jason Van Blerk 
Carl Veart 
Robert Zabica 


Germany 

Paul Agostino 
Hayden Foxe 
Frank Juric 
Robert Middleby 
Danny Milosevic 


ltaly 
Paul Okon 
Danny Tiatto 


Spain 
Aurelio Vidmar 


Holland 
Joe Bacak 
Raphael Bove 


Portsmouth 
Reading 

Aston Villa 
Millwall 
Tranmere (on loan) 
Wolverhampton 
West Ham 
Blackbum Rovers 
Portsmouth 
Oldham 

Watford 
Stockport County 
Crewe Alexandra 
Leeds United 
Bradford City 
West Ham 
Reading 
Newcastle Uld 
Reading 

West Brom 
West Brom 
Crystal Palace 
Millwall 

Luton Town 
Chariton Athletic 
Sheffield Wednesday 
Liverpool 
Middlesbrough 
Bristol Cily 
soulhampton 
swindon 
Portsmouth 
Bolton (on loan) 
Manchester City 
Crystal Palace 
Bradford City 


FC Schalke 04 
Arminia Bielefeld 
Fortuna Dusseldorf 
Bayer Uerdingen 
Arminia Bielefeld 


Lazio 
Salermitana 


Tenerife 


Vitesse Arnhem 
Heerenveen 


Switzerland 
Ross Aloisi 
David Zdrilic 


France 
Ned Zelic 


Austria 
Joe Spilen 


Belgium 
Lorenz Kindtner 


Turkey 
Uluk Talay 


scotland 
Craig Moore 
Tony Vidmar 


Wales 
Glen Johnson 





Greece 
Lou Hristodoulou 


Croatia 
sleve Horval 
Josip Skoko 
Mark Viduka 


Japan 

Graham Amold 
Matthew Bingley 
Tony Popovic 


Malaysia 

Milan Blagojevic 
Gus Cerro 
Mehmet Durakovic 
Alastair Edwards 
Aytec Genc 

Chad Gibson 
Tristram Morgan 
Warren Spink 
Darren Stewart 


China 
Peter Blazincic 





FC Aarau 
FC Aarau 


Auxerre 


stun Graz 


KV Qostende 


Galatasaray 


Glasgow Rangers 
Glasgow Rangers 


Caraiif City 


Panathinaikos 


Hajduk Split (now West Ham?) 


Hajduk Split 
Croatia Zagreb 


sanirecce Hiroshima 
Vissel Kobe 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 


Johor FA 

Negri Sembilan 
Selangor 
Sarawak 

Johor 

Johor 

Negri Sembilan 
Geylang Utd FC 
Johor 


Guangzhou Apollo FC 


a= | . Queensland football fans were disappointed by the failure of Suncorp Stadium to win 
STRIKERS CHARGE ON! - From Anthony Fensom , FIFA endorsement for Australia's final WC qualifier on November 29. Afier the record 
| grand final crowd of 40,446, and previous promising international attendances (13,000 plus) 
While more established clubs have been spending the pre-season either in court or Brisbane fans felt they had earned the right to host the qualifier. Particularly in view of 
attempting to restructure, the Brisbane Strikers instead have been concentrating on building | Sydney hosting all previous WC qualifiers in the current campaign. However FIFA's ‘all- 


charges, in addition to promotional activities, awards night, and other media-fnendly events. reduced the field to Sydney and Melbourne. Attendances at past internationals in 


up their support and match fitness. A host of friendlies have been organised for Farina’s | seater’ requirement (strangely absent from New Zealand's stadium for its qualifier) has 
The championship squad has been re-signed, with the only disruption for the Strikers being Melbourne have been disappointing and if granted the right to host the match, it will be 


Kasey Wehrman's absence for nine weeks due to ankle surgery. | Victoria's last best chance to prove their interest in the real football, 

Practice games have included a 1-0 victory over a Gold Coast selection on August 17 in | Queenslanders can only hope that Suncorp Stadium is upgraded by the Queensland 
front of a crowd of approximately two thousand, Harris scoring the winner after 75 minutes. Government, possibly before the Olympic Football tournament in 2000 where Suncorp is 
August 23 saw the Strikers defeat a Cairns selection 7-0 in Caims, Battistin scoring the already scheduled to host matches, The council-owned ANZ Stadium (home of the 
winner with a penalty after 32 minutes. On August 30 the Strikers played a more serious Broncos) would be a possibility except for the fact that it is more an athletics stadium than a 
match against Marconi in Lismore (northcoast NSW). Steve Laybutt, formerly of football stadium, with the fans being distant from the action. 

Wollongong, scored the opener after 30 minutes, Marconi replying through Christian Care in | 

the 55th minute. The Strikers won the inaugural Southern Cross Credit Union Challenge The season ahead promises much for both the Strikers and the national game, should 
Cup in a penalty shoot-out, 5-3, featuring two saves from Bolton (scorers: Packer, Hews, the ‘window of opporiunity’ be opened. Regionally the national leaque is in fine shape, with 
Tollenaere and Battistin), Melbourne to be invigorated through the entry of Carlton and ongoing reform of South 


| Melbourne. Sydney though is still a weak spot for the leaque and it is to be hoped that a 
sydney club for all Sydneysiders can be established soon, possibly by building upon an 


Further practice matches have been arranged in Bundaberg on Sept 6, Maryborough on 
existing club. Few bookmakers will be offering odds of 66-1 for a Strikers championship! 


the 7th, Toowoomba on Sept 10, in Maroochydore against the Melbourne Knights on the 
13th, and against Perth Glory on the 20th in Perth. A draft schedule has the Strikers first 
home game against South Melbourne on October 4, followed by a visit to Wollongong on For further information concerning the Strikers, please refer to the club's excellent web site: 
the 10th. www. brisbanestrikers.com., 


Off the field, the Strikers have been busy promoting the club at the 'Ekka’, the Brisbane 
Show, in addition to taking part in charity events, organising a coaching clinic in the 
September school holidays, inviting supporters to a preview of the English football movie 
Fever Pitch, and planning a quiz night and season launch for Saturday, 27 September. 





Okay, normal service can be resumed Well, almost. Round 18 of the UTC will require 

the tipsters to predict who Australia will be playing on November 22/29, 

Now this is going to be bloody difficult, so there's 20 points for the correct answer, 12 points 

going to the winner of the Asian 3rd/4th play-off and 6 points will go to those who tip the 

winner of Group A or B. Entries should be submitted via mail/phone/fax by October 22. 
Note: For the three tipsters who tied for the autographed programme pack in Round 17 

(Bhupinder Rai, Sherlais Mullin and Anthony Clarke) the prize will jackpot to Round 18. 


Kasey Wehrman was awarded the Strikers’ Rookie of the Year and Supporters’ Club 
Player of the Year al the Strikers Award Night held at the Brisbane Hilton Hotel on July 17, 
Troy Cranney won the Player of the Year and Players’ Player of the Year awards. Over 300 
people of attended the evening, including SA President Neville Wran. Prior to the awards 
night came the news that Blackbum Rovers of England were looking at Wehrman and Chay 
Hews, although fortunately the players at present are still residing in Queensland. 








The Leaderboard 

The 1996/97 playing squad has been re-signed, with Hunter, Wright and Phillips the only ; Rd 16: U/17 r-up Rd 17: WYC '97 Round 12 TOTAL 
losses. Ex-Striker New Zealand intemational defender Chris Zorocich has returned to the . Kevin Christopher (88) New Zealand (0) Ghana/Brazil (6) _ Iran o4 
club after a season in England's lower leaques. Rumours concerning the signing of Andy Bhupinder Rai (71) New Zealand (0) Argentina/Brazil (20) 91 
Harper have not eventuated with the Strikers currently considering adding Laybutt to the | ele ask Bisoigh (64) New Zealand (0) Brazil/Ghana (6) _ 70 

| + & ' | : ; : : (64) New Zealand (0) Brazil/Argentina (0) 64 

squad, The only negative has been Kasey Wehrman's ankle operation which will see the \ Lance Librandi (64) New Zealand (0) Spain/England (6) er 
Olyroo midfielder miss the start of the season. Yet with Frank Farina at the helm until 1999 Anthony Clarke (39) New Zealand (0) Argentina/Brazil (20) a 
the Strikers can be confident of another successful season in 1997/98. \ Harry Georgiadis (57) New Zealand (0) Brazil/Ghana (0) Japan 57 

No announcement has yet been made regarding a privitisation/sharemarket listing of the SassSssssssessanssesses2sssf22 2222 ======--------- 
club, Recent activities indicate the Strikers are determined to build on their championship : sly 
success and promote the club and the code in a period of great opportunity prior to France No, it doesn't just happen in soccer.... 
‘98. The Brisbane Broncos, formerly Brisbane's foremost sports club (and recipients of The Sunday Age just LOVED this quote from Mark Viduka prior to the European Cup 
continual free media publicity) have seen their crowds plummet to below 13,000 in the first preliminary round match between Croatia Zagreb v Partizan Belgrade .... 
‘Super League’ season. (Previous record crowd was alomst 60,000!). The Broncos decline “I can't wait to see them on the ground, knocked down and unconscious." 
has given the Strikers and similarly the Brisbane Bears the chance to gain public attention, TSA's response? Now wihy would soccer officials want to take ethnic passion out of the 


game? 

Or basketball officials for that matter! Expressions of nationalism at the recent World 
Youth Championships in Melbourne saw a variety of problems including flares (inside 
Melbourne Park), broken windows, smashed cars, rock throwing, and so on. Chief culprits 
were fans of the Yugoslav and Turkish teams, Given the similar problems surrounding the 
tour of the inaptly named Greek All-Stars we can only be thankful the Greeks dicin't qualify 
for the WYC. 


The only variable in the equation is basketball's switch to a summer competition in 
1997/98, although this should not have a major impact on the Strikers with basketball 
experiencing declining support. 


Philip Mosely from Whitley College, Uni. of Melbourne presents the Dear Studs Up -P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SCHOLARLY SOURCES ON | 
OZ SOCCER - Part 2 


First up is our favourite German correspondent, Andre Kruger.... 











Dear SU, 
Mosely, Philip “The Game: Early Soccer Scenery in New South Wales", Sporting The German league has recently started. | will be keeping an eye on the three Australian 
Traditions vol 8 no 2 (May 1992) players. Paul Agostino played a few trial games for 1860 Munich and created some goals. 
Mosely, Philip "Factory Football: Paternalism and Profits", Sporting Traditions vol 2 no 1 He is now injured and was only on the bench. 
(Nov 1985) | read in the newspaper that there was a friendly game between Arminia Bielefeld and 
Murray, Bill Wo i of Soccer, Univ. of Illinios Press, Urbana 1996 Sp Vg Laatzen. Laatzen is a little town near Hannover. They play in State Leaque division 
Palmer, Jocelyn "In the ACT of Soccer’, A.S.S.H Bulletin no 22 (Jun 1995) | 7 in Niedersachsen. Bielefeld are keen in trying out their new players. | walked to the 
Vamplew, Wray Sports Violence in Australia: Its Extent & Control, Australian Sports game but summer in Germany means a lot of rain. On this day there was more than just 
Commission, Canberra 1991 rain, a whole ocean came down from the sky. It was not possible to take out a camera. | 


aay Wray "Violence in Australian soccer: The Ethnic Contribution”, in Ethnicit walked with my Australian cap (with the Socceroo badge on it) to the little stadion. All the 
people (about 800) were standing under the sausage stand, my shoes were wet, then 

. someone taps me on the shoulder, | turn around and it was ...... Hayden Foxe. He looked at 

2. Unpublished Material | my cap and gave me the thumbs-up but walked away before | could say something. 

2.41 Theses The game started soon after and because Bielefeld are paid lots of money for the game 


Charles, Robert "The Growth of the Ethnic Soccer Clubs in Post Second World War they must play regardless of the weather. The rain is coming through my little umbrella. 
Adelaide”, unpublished BA (Hons) thesis, Flinders University 1994. At half-time | wanted to talk to both Australians, Milosevic and Foxe, because they were 


Dew, Stephanie Joy “Ethnic Involvement in Sport in Geelong, 1945-1990", unpublished | on Ms sagicati rapes ecencitage decrtagte me ie ere ~ Bie ath sabia Aas ~ 
MA thesis, Deakin University 1992. possible to reach them because the players were surrounded by body-guards. In Germany 


kis. Ste WK bie f ates Why pi 3 . players are given special protection, My jeans were wet up to my hip but | walked over to 

Neca ects Udiawienteratar’ oe PASE SAS, ale tees MOUSSE Eee | the guards and told them that | belong to a newspaper and that | want to talk to the players 

5 ter PAL) * Kae ae 2 Oe Ee but they said | had no chance. Then | saw Bielefeld's coach Ernst Midendorp. | told him that 
ek eee wi erate Ausra magazine and if posible, woul ihe to tak tos Asis 
Mcniece, Kian "Soccer-Related Soccer Violence: Tawards a Theoretical Framework for the He SBC Oia, Why net, So wily a Sirnie Dn Iny faust Walked pastine bi; guaics, 
Australian Setting", unpublished BA (Hons) thesis, Australian National University 1991. 
Mosely, Philip "A Social History of Soccer in NSW 1880-1957", unpublished doctoral 
dissertation, University of Sydney 1987°* 





| walked up to Dejan and Hayden, Foxe asked me where | got my cap from and | told 
him that | had it sent out from Australia, We talked for a while: 


A.Kruger: Neither of you are on the field, what has happened? 


2.2 Unpublished Papers - Dei as ini and | have an injured ankle but we hope to be fit in 
Allan, Lyle "Reverse Multiculturalism & the Politics of Soccer”, unpublished conference pad a aan ord ae sh tie uy . a | 


paper - Australasian Political Studies Association Conference, Canberra 1981, 





steven Georgakis & Bob Peterson "A History of Pan Hellenic Football club, 1957-76, a AK : You came directly from Malaysia from the World Youth Championships, how was your 
study in ethnic soccer", unpublished conference paper - Sporting Traditions X Brisbane, ine there? : ve 

Launceston 1995. ) HF: We had a great time there and after the game against Argentina, we were happy to 
Chris Hallinan & B Downes "Ethnic Identity & Ethnicity of Soccer Clubs in Australia”, in play Japan because we were sure we could beat them, but | think you know the result, we 
unpublished conference paper, American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, lost 

Recreation & Dance Conference, San Francisco 1991. 

Hay, Roy “Black (Yellow or Green) Bastards: Soccer Refereeing in Australia: A much AK: What do you think about the chances of the Socceroos getting to France? 

Maliqned Profession", unpublished conference paper - Sporting Traditions X Brisbane, HF ON, | think they have a big chance, only two more games. | am sure they will reach the i 
Launceston 1995. World Cup. | 

Hughson, John “Building a Brotherhood from Otherhood: A case study of Soccer, Male 

Identity & Ethnicity in Western Sydney", unpublished conference paper first annual AK ....and your chances of going with them? 

Australian Conference on Men's Issues, Sydney 1993. | HF: Oh no, | am too young. My main aims are the 2000 Olympics in Sydney and the Word 
Kunz, Egon C.G.F "Australian Soccer: Ethnicity as a central Issue, unpublished Cup in 2002. 

conference paper - Ethnic & Immigration Studies Conference , Sydney 1979 

Mosely, Philip "Playing Ball with Asia: Asian-Australian Links Through Soccer", Sporting AK: How do you like it in Germany? 

Traditions X! Conference, Perth 1996. HF: its nice here.,..but the weather!! Bielefeld is a strong team, its not easy getting into the 
Mosely, Philip "Issues in Soccer: Assimilation or Multiculturalism?", unpublished first eleven, | like it here but Dejan is a little homesick. 


conference paper - Sporting Traditions IX Conference, Launceston 1993. 





Then | started to talk about Australian soccer, | talked about the old days, the 1974 
World Cup, Gutendorf ete Both players looked at me wide-eyed. It showed how old | am. 
| was talking about a time when neither player had been bor, and | was wet up to my head. 

| told both players that | hoped to see them in the first team soon and wished them good 
luck. Bielefeld won the game 16-0 and included two strong Iranian players, Ali Daei and 
Karim Bagher. Perhaps Australia will have to play the Iranians in the World Cup but they 
are such a strong team that | am sure they will be one of the first three Asian qualifiers. 
Later | heard that Foxe's injury is much worse than we all thought. His inflammation of the 
ankle could keep him out for a few months. 


Next up is Con Giannitsos who is just about fed up with the ethnic media... 


Dear SU, 

A constant theme in this publication has been the role of the media relating to soccer, be 
Ht print, radio or television, | won't point out the antics of SBS (particularly in the last year) 
as that has been done many a time in the past editions. Instead I'll point at another sector 
which many of you may not (fortunately) Know about. 

socAus have recently passed a resolution allowing more access to the mainsteam print 
media whilst restricting access to the ethnic media. One could say that this a step forward 
for the game in terms of its coverage of the game. Interestingly ABSW has also been 
restricted in terms of access. Perhaps it could be seen as an opportunity to rid the game of 
John Economos’ adjective-laden drivel, 


Obviously, this hasn't gone down well with the Greek media who have been carrying on 
like spoilt brats, which is pretty odd considering they give more coverage to the Greek 
second(!) division than they do the A-Leaque. Indeed, they see it as a continuation of the 
vendetta they've had with SocAus since poor old Heidelberg got dumped from the leaque. 

"Discrimination" they cried (yeah, like finishing last for two years straight, having a 
incompetent commiltee and a hovel of a ground aren't reasons to get the boot), and if you 
thought that was bad consider the following: 

- One paper did a survey on Hill and found that 81% were against him. Could you say 
hey did their market research in Lonsdale Street? 

- They see the Collingwood Warriors fiasco as a set up by Hill & Co to send them 
financially broke, It should be stressed that the paper this was reported in (Ethnos) 
happens to be owned by former Collingwood President Angelo Bouzis. 

- They slag off Hill for not giving South Melbourne any prizemoney for finishing third, 
Well, it has been known for some time that no prizemoney will be given, and given the 
Lakers had some fines to pay...... 

They continuously encourage fans to bring Greek flags to A-League matches, and the 
MCG World Cup qualifier. No further comment required. 


Enough, you get the picture, It seems that the Hellenic press are stuck in a time warp 
where the only fencing was rope and the WM formation was seen as the norm, The sad 
thing is (here are people who believe in all this rubbish and that is one of the primary 
reasons why some clubs may not progress, even if they want to, especially when you 

consider that these dickheads have the ear of the board(s). 


| know I'm repeating myself to a degree here, but you get a rough idea as to what goes 
on down here, Indeed, being a part of the South Melbournes Supporters Club, | can assure 
you that myself and a few others have been subjected to such crap virtually on a daily 
basis, However, given the information age's impact on the game here (and I'm not referring 
lo Ericsson either) perhaps they can be a thing of the past like their ideas. 

We can only hope 


Finally we have Peter Bayliss who has further comments regarding the 
Oceania farce... 


Dear SU, 

The Australia v Solomon |slands match (10-0) was detrimental to the sport of soccer, 
The game did not test the skill of the Australians: the game baltered the confidence of the 
solomon Island players: and, the fans did not turn up to watch a game that was not a 
competition. 

Can it be different in Oceania? What happens in CONCACAF with the same problem? 
For the final round, there are six countries to select the three nations for the World Cup 
Finals. This six country tournament contains the automatic entry of the three North 
American countries (Mexico, USA and Canada), two countries out of six from Central 
America, and one country out of fourteen from the Canbbean. 

Using this system in Oceania, it appears that the final round should contain three 
countries. Australia and New Zealand would be automatic entries; whereas the other 
countries of Oceania would supply the third country. For Australia, the advantage would be 
elimination of very weak opponents. The Oceania countries could play a number of 
matches against similar standard opposition. In addition, other Oceania countries may 
enter such preliminary rounds, since (hey will play countries of similar standard and there 
will be reduced travelling. Such a system could be used for all four World Cup 
tournaments. 


Ed: Yourconcems have been echoed around the Pacific region for some years, but the 
supporters of the current system point to the progress made by the likes of Fiji over the past 
fifteen or so years, due to their matches against the stronger Oceania nations. 

Who would have thought Jamaica would be having a serious crack at qualifying for France? 
Twenty years ago [he likes of Turkey were requiany hammered by the European giants yet 
who would deny that they are now a compelitive outfit? 

Besides, we seem fo remember Australia having a bit of trouble putting away Tahiti 
dunng the Word Cup qualifiers while Papua New Guinea defeated New Zealand. 

The expenence gained by the minnows in official competition is invaluable in breaking down 
mental barners as well, not fo mention the publicity those ‘miracle’ results earn in the island 
press. Until cncket scores become the norm there seems no urgent reason to radically alter 
the situation. It is up to Australia to do the business on the pitch if we are to force the 
administrators hands. Anyway, if Australia can't organise any prestige friendlies we may 
have to rely on these minnows for some games just lo keep our squad tuned in!!! 








Olympics details... 

The Docklands details have finally been released with Melbourne expected to host FIVE 
double-headers, a quarter final and probably a semi final. Initially we suspected somebody 
hadn't done their sums but we'd forgotten about the womens tournament (whoops!). 
That ts, of course, providing the Kennett Government are prepared to pay a form of 
insurance in case the Docklands aren't finished on schedule. 

By the time you read this the deadline (Sept 26) will have passed and a deal may have been 
done. As usual, its the size of the quarantee that is the sticking point, but let's be realistic 
here. Kennett, with three years up his sleeve, will make sure the Docklands are ready. 
Who knows? They may even decide to use the MCG. The AFL have confirmed that their 
season will be completed before the Olympics kick-off. Then there's always Waverley - if it's 
still standing. 

Meanwhile, Hindmarsh seems set for an even greater facelift after FIFA officials visited 
and gave the $8 million dollar redevelopment the thumbs down. But the SA government will 
put in ‘whatever it costs' to ensure the Olympics go to Adelaide, and a ballpark figure of an 
additional $16 million has been mentioned. Watch this space... 





TUNISIA - A valuable guide, perhaps.... 


Cameroon, Nigeria, South Africa and even Algeria and Morocco may come to mind when 
African football is mentioned, but Tunisia hold one record the others can never match. 
in 1978 they became the first African nation to win a World Cup finals match when they 
defeated Mexico 3-1 in Argentina. It was a huge upset, particuarly given the performance of 
Zaire - as Africa's representatives in West Germany in 1974. FIFA were sufficiently 
impressed by Tunisia’s performances they had no hesitation in awarding Africa a second 
finals when the finals were expanded in 1982. 

Since then their place in the spotlight has been taken by the likes of Cameroon, Morocco 
etc, but resulls over the past few years suggest that Tunisia may be just about ready to make 
their mark on the international scene for a second time. Either way, Tunisia will provide a 
valuable guide as to how the Socceroos can gel on limited preparation, which, like it or not, is 
exactly what will happen in November 


Following the high of 1978 came a lengthy period of ‘ifs and buts’ where Tunisia were 
tantalisingly close to making an impact but were repeatedly edged out at the final hurdle. 
They finally reached the world stage again in 1988 when they qualified for the Olympic finals 
but their good resulls were totally overshadowed by the performance of Zambia. 

Further disappointments followed when qualifying for major events but Lady Luck 
appeared to have smiled on Tunisia when they were awarded the hosting rights to the 1994 
African Nations Cup Finals, An intense preparatory programme was scheduled , but a 1-1 
draw against a poor Germany and a 3-1 ‘long ball' win over Iceland failed to satisfy the fans 
and media. A 2-2 draw with a star-studded Holland provided greater hope but when it came 
to the ANG finals the Tunisians totally blew it by losing their opening match 0-2 to Mali, 

The coach, Youssef Zouaoui, was immediately fired and a 1-1 draw with Zaire was not 
enough to make the quarter finals, The excellent ‘Afncan Soccer magazine reported at the 
lime that the Tunisians 'lencded to play as individuals rather than a tearm’, with a midfield that 
looked ‘slow and ponderous' Star goalkeeper Chokri El Quaer was one of the few players to 
emerge from the tournament with reputation intact. 


But Lady Luck wasn'l finished, In August 1995, Togo played an over-age player against 
Tunisia in the Olympic qualifiers and were disqualified, leaving Tunisia with a play-off against 
Guinea in March 1996 to decide who went to the US. In the meantime the senior team had 
qualified for the 1996 ANC finals in South Africa, so the administration decided to send a few 
of the Olympic players lo SA (in January) as experience for what lay ahead. 

History now shows that Tunisia exceeded everyone's expectations by reaching the ANC 
final - their first since 1965, They put up an admirable rearquard action for an hour but once 
SA took the lead, the emotion of the day carried the hosts to victory. 

The decision to blood the young players paid dividends in March however when Guinea 
were thumped 5-2 in the first leg of the Olympic play-off. Tunisia survived a 0-2 loss in the 
second leg to qualify for the finals, but once in America the red and yellow cards came thick 
and fast with Tunisia failing to finish any of their group games with eleven men. Their cause 
wasn't helped by injury either, with Ben Slimane missing ail but forty minutes of the 
tournament due to a right knee ligament problem. 


At youth level, results have been disappointing and visits to finals have been rare. 
Tunisia hosted the first 'unofficial’ World Youth Cup in 1977, but despite beating Spain 1-0 
they finished bottom of their group, Their only other appearance at the WYC was in 1985 
) when they again finished bottom of their group, this time against more modest opposition, 
Their only appearance at a U-17 championship was in 1993 when a 1-0 win over China 
followed defeats against Poland and Chile. 


On the club scene, Tunisia - like the rest of northern Africa - showed little interest in the 
major continental cups until the 1980s, but Club Africain (1991) and Esperance (1994) have 
both carried off the Champions Cup, while Bizerte (1988) have picked up the Cup Winners 
Cup. Etoile Sahel won the CAF Cup (the African equivalent of the UEFA Cup) in 1995 but 
just failed to repeat their success when they lost the 1996 final to Kawkab Marrakesh (yep, 
more Moroccans) on away goals. 


As for the Tunisian players, gun midfielder Zoubier Beya picked up the domestic player of 
the year title for 1995 and 1996, and his performances during the Olympic finals had a 
number of European (mainly French) scouts taking copious notes. Up front, Adel Sellimi is 
highly rated while Medhi Ben Slimane and Imed Ben Younes have also turned in top 
performances at the highest level. At the back El Quaer is still rated one of the top ‘keepers 
in Africa, but the rest of the defence can be unpredictable, and suffered a tragic blow in early 
4997 when Medi Ben Rekhissa died of a heart attack during a club friendly. 


Tunisia may have failed to capture the world's imagination in recent years but their solid 
results at both club and international level over the pas! couple of years suggests they could 
be a surprise packet in France next year. Australia should not fear Tunisia at all, but the 
environment and possibly fanatical home support will certainly give an indication as to how 
Oz can cope under such conditions. 





1986 - Reached the final play-off round where they were lost both legs and were eliminated 
7-1 on aggregate by North African neighbours Algeria 

1990 - Again, reached the final play-off round and lost both legs - this time 3-0 on aggregate 
to Cameroon. 

1994 - Eliminated in group phase, finishing a point behind Morocco who went on the reach 
the finals in the USA. Fought out two draws with Morocco, but being held to a scoreless 
draw in Ethiopia proved decisive, 

1998 - While Egypt dropped points, Tunisia qualified with a game to spare. 


And the Olympics 
1988 - Defeated Sierra Leane (2-1 aga) and Eqypt (1-0 agg) before defeating Morocco (3-2 
agg) in final play-off to qualify for finals, Finals, Sweden 2-2, West Germany 1-4, China 0-0 
1992 - Beat Senegal (3-? aqq) in the first round but fell to Zimbabwe (5-6 agg) in round two. 
1996 - Eased past Burkina Faso, defeated by Togo (see main story) then defeated Guinea 
(5-4 on agg) to qualify for he USA. Finals Portugal 0-2, USA 0-2, Argentina 1-1 


And the African Nations Cup finals 
1988 - Failed to qualify. Eliminated by Algena (2-1 on agg) in first qualifying round. 
1990 - Failed to qualify. Eliminated by Senegal in 2nd round after receiving a bye against 
Libya, who were suspended 
1992 - Failed to qualify. Finished 2nd behind Egypt (on goal difference) in qualifying group. 
1994 - Qualified as hosts. Results: Mali 0-2, Zaire 1-1 
1996 - Qualified for finals in first place, on goal difference ahead of Liberia. 
1998 - Qualified (effectively) wien a coup in Sierra Leone forced that country's withdrawal. 


Tunisia - Selected international results/ rankings - 1997 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


26 24 26 28 21 20 
50.19 51.47 51.86 53.76 55.61 
Jan 12 (Tunis) WCq = Enqyl 1-0 Zoubeir Beya 10 
Jan 26 (Conakry) ANGCG Guinea 1-0 Abdou! Salam Sow 49 
Apnil 5/6 (A) WeCq = Narnibin 21 Taoufik Hicheri 15, Khaled Badra 68 
Apr 27 (H) Wey = Libena 2-f) Adel Sellimi 60, Khaled Badra 76 
May 31 (Tunis) friendly Algona 0-1 
Jun& (Cairo) WCq Eqypt 0-0 
Jun 21 (A) ANC Sierra Leone - p/p due to coup in Sierra Leone 
Jul5 (Tunis) friendly Mall 1-0 8 Traore og 53 
Juli4 (Tunis) ANCY Guinea 1-0 Jelassi 90 
Aug? (Tunis) LG CupZambia 31 Ben Slimane 16, Souayah 45, Gabsi 79 
Aug 3 (Tunis) LG Cup Nigeria 2:0 Souayah 12, Jelassi 94 
Aug 17 (Tunis) WCq = Narnibia 4-0 Beya 19, 57, Souayah 31, J Limam 71 





Did that REALLY happen? 


JULY 

15 - Socceroo and Adelaide City ‘keeper Jason Petkovic leaves for trials with Glasgow 

Rangers. West Adelaide beat Chinese club Quingdoa 4-3 in the friendly return leg in 

China after a 2-2 draw previously in Adelaide. 

46 - Michael Cockerill reports that the board of Soccer New Zealand has approved a bid for 

an Auckland-based team to play in the Ericsson Cup, from the 98/99 season, For further 

news on that ongoing saga we refer SU readers to the excellent NZ fanzine ‘Sifter’. 

17 - Australia jumps to 37st on the FIFA rankings, our highest ever position. Says David 

Hill: “This is one of the most meteoric rises in the history of soccer. To be [his close fo the 

top of the rankings is one of the most spectacular jumps ever", Patrick Smith (The Sunday 

Age is unimpressed, remembering when Hill used to insist the rankings meant bugger all. 

18 - Portsmouth might be in trouble for playing ex Sharks striker Hamilton Thorpe without an 

international clearance in a trial game. He's yet to be cleared because the Sharks have yet 

to receive a $150,000 down payment on the overall 5600,000 transfer fee. 

20 - Gippsland Falcons announce they have signed television station Ten Victoria to the 

largest media sponsorship deal in the history of sport in Gippsland 

2? - A tribunal set up to investigate incidents during a school match between Hurstville and 

Tamworth decides to suspend three players for 12 months, 6 months and the rest of the 

season. Ve hope one of ‘em was the weak bastard who was king-hitting blokes. 

23 - Brad Hassell re-signs with Adelaide City for a further season, 

27 - Gippsland Petroleum Group (GPG) are announced as the major sponsor for the 

Gippsland Falcons for the 97/98 season. GPG Mobil general manager Ray Blaney says 
"The Faleons have been able to rally the Gippsland Community behind them towards the 

end of last season and GPG Mobil's increased commitment to Australia's only regional 

sporting team is a tangible way of contributing lo the greater Gippsland community." 

Australia's only regional sporting team? Did somebody redraw the boundaries while we 

weren't looking? 

30 - Mark Viduka gets on the scoresheet as Croatia Zagreb thrash Partizan Belgrade 5-0 to 

earn a showdown wilh Newcastle United for a Champions League spot. More on that later. 

Cyrille Ndongo-Keller signs with J-League club Yokahama Flugels, 





AUGUST 

7 - Marconi's Bob Catlin and Jean Paul De Marigny sign with UTS Olympic. 

12 - Jason Van Blerk signs for Manchester City. South Melbourne signs John Anastasiadis 
from PAOK on a free transfer. After nine years in Greece he will be hoping to put a couple 
past his brother Dean when they play Carlton. Fifteen year old Jamara Maza wins the 
VicHealth Herald Sun Youth Acheiver of the Year award. She is a member of the VIS 
development squad. Remember the name, 

414 - Soccer SA launched it's finals series for season ‘97: Mutual Community will sponsor 
($40 000) the Premier and State league play-offs; Channel 9 and Foxtel Pay-TV will cover 
the Premier League grand final. 

17 - John Aloisi makes it two goals in two games for Portsmouth after scoring in a 3-1 win 
over Port Vale. 

19 - Collingwood ‘keeper Frank Juric is set to sian with Fortuna Dusseldor?. 

20 - The penny drops. Lack of confirmed warm-up fixtures for the Socceroos is officially 
causing concern. Says Raui Blanco, “/ don’t think we are going to have a wondertul lead- 
up". Or a familiar home ground. Itis almost certain the match will be played at the MCG. 
23 - Melbourne Knights president Steve Mandekic says Joe Simunic is likely to join 
Hamburg for $625,000. 


25 - Blackburn's John Filan breaks his arm during a 7-2 win over Sheffield Wednesday, and 
he's not happy. "You like to think that in the Premiership, players have other players’ 
careers at heart’. The culprit? Wayne Collins, The score at the time was 6-2. 

26 - Gippsland Falcons announce that 100,000 junior supporter passes will be distnbuted 
through McDonalds family restaurants in Gippsland between August 30 and September 13. 





29 - South Melboume defeat Carlton 4-1 in the Tynan-Eyre chanty match at BJS. Jason 
Polak suffers a serious knee injury that will see him miss most, if not all, of the season. 
Steve Horvat is all set to join West Ham United in the English Premier Leaque. 

31 - SocAus hands down the penalty in the Sydney United saga. Here we go again... 
Gippstand's Frank Arok will be heading to NSW to check out Bonnyrigg's John Ghisso and 
Milan (yes, you have heard of me before) Gajic. 


SEPTEMBER 

5 - Victorian Premier Jeff Kennett announces that the WC qualifier will be held at the MCG. 
Melbourne Major Events have agreed to underwrite a crowd of 62,000. The news is 
overshadowed by comments suggesting Melbourne may not host any soccer in 2000. 
Garry Leagg reports in the Courier Mail that Brisbane Strikers are “challenging Soccer 
Australia for $100,000 from grand final takings and an unpaid invoice". 

6 - Melbourne Knights come from behind to defeat South Melbourne 2-1 in the Laurie 
Schwab Memorial Match al Knights Park. Gippsland Falcons defeat Preston 3-1 ina 
practice match, and announce the signing of ex-Collingwood midfielder Brian McNicol, 

9 - The worst kept secret in town is now official, David Cervinski will play for Cariton this 
season. Bolton manager Colin Todd contwms he won't be signing West Adelaide's Jim 
Tsekinis. Undettered, Jim heads for Hudderstield 

10 - Carlton travel to Gippsland und come away with a 3-2 "friendly’ victory in a game where 
David Cervinksi is b.o.g. and the AFL may have got the video out... "We need a sinker and 
a playmaker...“ says Falcons coach Frank Arok. Adelaide City confirm the signing of 
Marconi ‘keeper Les Pogliaconm as cover for Jason Petkovic (should he still be there!), 

41- Portsmouth update’ Graig Poster's British work permit is granted, and Portsmouth sign 
their sixth Ausiralian player Paul Hories i apparently a product of the NSW academy. 
Any further information would be appreciated. 

12 - Marcon defeal Canberra Olympic 3-1 in the Waratah Cup to squeeze through to the 
quarter finals. itis Zoran Mate's first victory in six pre-season matches. 

13 - ACT win the final of the national Wamens Youth Championship at Noble Park. They 
defeat hosts Victoria 6-5 in a shoot-out after a 0-0 draw. Earlier in the round-robin part of 
the tournament, Victona had bealon ACT 4-1. Tournament MVP is Louisa Bisby (Vic). UTS 
Olympic are all set to sign a deal wilh Fasten Suburbs (Sydney City Roosters) rugby 
league club, but UTS chairman Gary Punch is not happy about it.... 

14- Waratah Cup 1/4 finals aro played Bankstown defeat Hurstville 3-1, Marconi beat 
Canterbury 2-1, UTSO sneak past Newcastle 4-3 on penalties (1-1) while in the game of the 
day Wallangong knock ou! Sydney United 3-2 with Scott Chipperfield scoring a brace, 
Gippsland continue their preseason warm-ups with a 4-0 win over Bulleen. 

15 - Carlton confirms the signing of Kiwi international midfielder Mark Atkinson, while 
Sydney United seem conficent of snaring ex-Collingwood and Knights midfielder Mark Silic. 


16 - Gary Punch resigns as chairman of UTS Olympic, but UTS president Simon 
Konstantinidis is not content with that and asks the NSWSF to dump Punch from its board, 
NSWSF president Peter (teamsheet) Gray says that Punch is entitled to retain his place on 
the board until the AGM in December Stay luned for a fiery meeting in a few months..., 
18- The VSF state leaque management conmittee unleashes its latest proposals to 
restructure the top end of the pyramid, with TWO division ones (east and west). On paper it 
makes a lot of sense, which means we can expect the clubs to knock it back... 

Norman Tome is fined $5,000 after siqning contracts to play with UTS Olympic AND 
Wollongong. Meanwhile, Andy Harper will be playing with Brisbane Strikers this season, 
and Carlos Gonzalez will continue trialling with Liverpool (England). 

19 - Gabriel Mendez leaves for tnals with Boca Juniors (Argentina). 

21 - Semi final time in the Waratali Cup and Bankstown City - one of the ‘lucky losers’ - 
upset UTS Olympic 2-1 with Robert Gomes scoring a golden goal in extra time. In the other 
semi, Wollongong come from behind to defeat Marconi 3-1. The national womens 
championships kick off in Newcastle and the Northern Territory cause a huge upset by 
defeating Queensland 2-0. The Terntory team are bolstered by the inciusion of the few 
ACT players following the ACT's late wilhdrawal. 


ES 


Who needs Fever Pitch? 


Who needs a movie about the life of some poor sod who's in love with the Arse? 
Certainly not fans of other clubs! If you get a chance check this lot out... 


Mission Impossible - Starring Branko Culina. "Your mission, should you choose to accept 
it, is getting Canberra Cosmos into the Ericsson Cup finals. Your defence will self-destruct 
in five minutes..." 

Note; Due to lack of interest this feature will now screen at smaller Seiffert Oval venue. 


Dumb and Dumber - An ageing AFL club joins forces with Heidelberg Linited to form the 
Wormers, This side-splitting pyihonesque romp through the 96/97 season will have you 
rolling in the aisles as the club stumbles from one self-inilicted disaster to another. 

Note: Cancelled due to lack of interest, although the sequel is still running in selected 
Victorian Premier League venues (with sub-titles). 


Absolute Power - Starring David Hill. This self-explanatory title centres around an 
embattled chief honcho who has trouble controlling the myriad factions within his 
organisation. The sequel is already in pre-production. 


Conspiracy Theory - The annual flurry of accusations are flying but how much mud will 
stick? Hardliners in the traditional support base are convinced moves are afoot to destroy 
their heritage, but who looks the fool when the truth is finally revealed? An enthralling tale 
beautifully produced by the ethnic media. 


The Thirty-nine steps - Starring Walter Zenga. Based on the onginal Alfred Hitchcock 
suspense (hiiller featuring Kevin Bartlett. With the world record standing at thirty-eight, 
Zenga looks fo take Jorge Campos’ title. Stand-by for yet another first in MLS. 


One fiew over the cuckoo's nest - Starring Sepp, Joao and the usual cast of villains. 

The lunatics are running the FIFA asylum in the land of the cuckoo land, Bladder, 
Heavylunge and the rest are a player short of a full squad and have taken over the world 
game - banning of headed backpasses, games into quarters, kick-ins and six days notice for 
Word Cup qualifiers! Have you seen anything so insane? 


Death in Brunswick - Starring Peter Ballassone - Juventus diehards reminisce about the 
glory days in the 1980's 


The Seventh Samurai - Cast identities remain supressed. The players and fans of Yarra 
United recreate this Japanese martial ars classic on the playing fields of Victoria. 


The year my voice broke - Starring Con Boutsianis - The Australian classic of a painfully 
shy young player making his way in the world. Based on the classic English film starring 
Alan Ball. 


In the Line of Fire - Parramatta police and security discuss their experiences at last 
season's preliminary final. Features a quest appearance from Zjelko Kalac. 


Die Harder - Filmed on location at Somers St - Faced with a depleted squad and poor 
crowds, the Melbourne Knights bravely battle on towards the finals. 


Four weddings and a funeral - Gippsland officials track down the reason for their poor 
attendances. - 








BULLETIN BOARD 


At last! A'Hall of Champions' 

Details aro sketchy, but the concept of a 'Hall of Champions' has been announced by 
socAus, A special sub-commillee to be chaired by SocAus commissioner Don Di Fabrizio 
will discuss the crilena for eligibility before assessing the nominations, but that shouldn't 
Stop SU readers (yeah, that's you) from getting in touch with the committee and telling ‘em 
exactly who you reckon should be included. For further details get in contact with 

Mr Don Sutherland c/o SocAus at P O Box 175, Paddington NSW 2021 


For Queenslanders with brain cells to burn... 


Brisbane Strikers are holding a Quiz Night and Season Launch on Sat, Sept 27 at 
Perry Park from 7:30pm. Entry is $13 for non-Social club members, $10 for members. 
Teams of 4-8 for quizzes, recommended over 18 years of age. Contact the club on (07) 
3217-6322 for more details. 


Fan-based publications 

Issues 11 & 12 of 'The Farr Post’ are now available for the princely sum of $2 each from 
Sports Print, P O Box 478, Bulimba, Qld 4171. As usual its packed with all the gossip 
from the AA** Lougque as well as Brisbane Strikers news, country news, and perhaps best 
Of all, a thought provoking look (in ish 11) at where the XXXX League may be heading, 
Contact Tony Moran (al Sports Pant) for subscription details or e-mail ajm@world.net 

From across (he Tasman comes news that there is still a limited number of copies of an 
unpublished mantiscopl, (he fall and nse of the national league, written by ‘Sitter editor 
Bruce Holloway It provides 4 detailed history of New Zealand soccer between 1990-1995 
and is available ron 1) Thames Street, Hamilton, New Zealand for $10. 


Hlonting for club souvenirs? 

A big thumte upto Carlton Sooo Club tor theit excellent publication 'Carlton' For $5 
Its very nicely done WIM lols Of Glosey photos allhough there are lots of glossy ads as well. 
Okay, 50 lhore'’s & bil Of walle Ga oepmoted, bul here are sane very good points made 
regarding (he ‘bin’ of @ chil, anid tiie Mike chronology will simply amaze you. No need to 
say more. Gelone, Pjuel might he worl @ fortune in yours locome. You never know... 

And while we're (lidigitd lub riage getooto Thunderstruck, the Basbane Strikers! 
offering to tha Social Chih Tihs Heearved AW (jinwl prliney as woll) Contoect the club for 
further details oF Wiis eecallen! sewer et Mee Na ponship Winning Season, 

Also, ‘The Gippehanill Paleo’ i Meview tall available for $5 trom 007 Productions 
viaP O Box 7111, Kariigal Cente, Maniiqgal (0a Pia. (03) 0775 6A72 


Vor oon tie tiewe 


The Victorian Sonar Paela nation (ive (iow Lahoor) Hee athe ew offfees at 
236 Dorcas Hi, Nouth Methnuie Ph (0) One sen Pax (09) 9682-9777 
Voelal Adlidieee VO five 024, Seth Melbourne WOS 


Gippsland | ili pie \ wi pvp 1 ii il vay! W Wi 1) ile 4 ils ly twill atc Jounal at: 


ip pe bled el fecli conan 








Look out for.... 


OCTOBER 
al 4l5 - 
Ericsson Cup kicks off 
3 - Newcastle v West Adelaide Topper Stadium 7:30pm 
4- Canberra v Sydney Utd Seiffert Oval 7:00pm 
- Cariton v Perth Glory Optus Oval 3:00pm 
- Brisbane v Sth Melb Suncorp 7:00pm 
5 - Melb Knights v Gippsland Knights Stadium 6:00pm 
- UTS Olympic v Marconi Belmore 6:30pm 
- Adelaide City v Wollongong Thebarton? 3:00pm? 
10 - Sydney Uid v Carlton Parramatta 7:30pm 
- Wollongong v Brisbane Brandon Park 7:30pm 
11 - Marconi v Canberra Marconi 6:00pm 
12 - South Melb v Melb Knights Bob Jane 6:00pm 
- Perth Glory v Adelaide City Perth Oval 4:00pm 
- Gippsland v Newcastle Falcons Park 6:00pm 
- West Adelaide v UTS Olympic Thebarton? 3:00pm? 


Vital World Cup qualifiers: 

Oct 5 - Mexico v El Salvador 

Oct 11 - Greece v Denmark, Italy v England, Finland v Hungary, Russia v Bulgaria, 
Rep Ireland v Rumania, 

Oct 12 - Chile v Peru, Ecuador v Bolivia 

Oct 17 - Kuwait v Saudi Arabia 

Oct 24 - Saudi Arabia v Iran 

Nov 1 - South Korea v Japan 

Nov 2 - Mexico v USA 

Nov 9 - El Salvador v Jamaica 


NOVEMBER 
22 - Asia (4th) v Australia - Venue to be decided 
29 - Australia v Asia (4th) - MCG - Book your rdo NOW! 


DECEMBER 
The Confederations Cup kicks off in Saudi Arabia 
12 - Australia v Mexico 14 - Australia v Brazil 16 - Australia vy Saudi Arabia 


1998 

FEBRUARY 

7-28 - 1998 African Nations Cup Finals - in Burkino Faso (Zimbabwe on stand-by) 
MAY 

17 - Ericsson Cup Grand Final 


JUNE 
40 - World Cup Finals kick-off with matches in Paris and Montpellier 


